

Yom Kippur 
Observed 

DANIEL ESTRIN 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel 
ground almost to a halt 
Tuesday afternoon in prep¬ 
aration for Yom Kippur, Ju¬ 
daism’s holiest day of the 
year. 

The country has complete- 



Ultra-Orthodox Jewish youths 
pray before the holiday of 
Yom Kippur at the Western 
Wall, the holiest site where 
Jews can pray in Jerusalem's 
old city, early Tuesday, Sept. 
25, 2012. Yom Kippur, or “Day 
of Atonement,” is the holiest 
of Jewish holidays when 
observant Jews atone for the 
sins of the past year. (AP 

Photo/Sebastian Scheiner) 

ly closed its airspace to air¬ 
planes, shut down its buses 
and trains, and locked its 
border crossings in prepa¬ 
ration the holy day, which 
begins Tuesday evening 
and ends Wednesday af¬ 
ter sundown. Restaurants, 
businesses and schools 
closed, government minis¬ 
tries shuttered, and Israeli 
television and radio sta¬ 
tions went silent. Highways 
and roads emptied of cars 
— a convention honored 
even by most secular and 
non-Jewish Israelis. 

Yom Kippur is Judaism’s 
day of atonement, when 
devout Jews ask God to 
forgive them for their trans¬ 
gressions. 

Continued on Page 11 


HELENE COOPER 
© 2012 New York Times 
UNITED NATIONS - President 
Barack Obama challenged 
the Arab world to use its 
newfound embrace of de¬ 
mocracy to ensure protec¬ 
tion for freedom of religion 
and speech and even life. 


using the last address of his 
first term to the General As¬ 
sembly on Tuesday to call 
for a renewed focus on 
the “painstaking work of 
reform.” Obama took on 
a number of issues at play 
between America and the 
Muslim world, vowing that 


the “United States will do 
what we must to prevent 
Iran from obtaining a nucle¬ 
ar weapon” and warning 
that time to diplomatically 
resolve the Iranian nuclear 
issue “is not unlimited.” 

But he refused to go further 
than what he has said in 


the past, that “a nuclear¬ 
armed Iran is not a chal¬ 
lenge that can be con¬ 
tained,” despite pleas from 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu of Israel to estab¬ 
lish a new red line. 


Continued on Page 4 
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Spaniards rage against austerity near Parliament 



Riot police clash with protestors during a demonstration against 
austerity measures announced by the Spanish government in 
Madrid, Spain, Tuesday, Sept. 25, 2012. Spain's Parliament has 
taken on the appearance of a heavily guarded fortress with 
dozens of police blocking access from every possible angle, 
hours ahead of a protest against the conservative government’s 
handling of the economic crisis. The demonstration, organized 
behind the slogan ‘Occupy Congress,’ is expected to draw 
thousands of people who call for Parliament to be dissolved 
and fresh elections held, claiming the government’s austerity 
measures show the ruling Popular Party misled voters to get 
elected last November. 

(AP Photo/Andres Kudacki) 


ALAN CLENDENNING 
Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — Spain’s 
government was hit hard 
by the country’s financial 
crisis on multiple fronts Tues¬ 
day as protestors enraged 
with austerity cutbacks 
and tax hikes clashed with 
police near Parliament, a 
separatist-minded region 
set elections seen as an in¬ 
dependence referendum 
and the nation’s high bor¬ 
rowing costs rose again 
More than 1,000 riot police 
blocked off access to the 
Parliament building in the 
heart of Madrid, forcing 
most protesters to crowd 
nearby avenues and shut¬ 
ting down traffic at the 
height of the evening rush 
hour. Police used batons to 
push back some protesters 
at the front of the march 
attended by an estimated 
6,000 people as tempers 
flared, and some demon¬ 
strators broke down barri¬ 
cades and threw rocks and 
bottles toward authorities. 


Television images showed 
officers beating protesters 
in response, and an As¬ 
sociated Press television 
producer saw five people 


dragged away by police 
and two protesters blood¬ 
ied. Spanish state TV said 
at least 28 were injured, 
including two officers, and 


that 22 people were de¬ 
tained. Independent Span¬ 
ish media reported higher 
numbers that could not im¬ 
mediately be confirmed. 
The demonstration, orga¬ 
nized with an “Occupy 
Congress” slogan, drew 
protesters from all walks of 
life weary of nine straight 
months of painful economic 
austerity measures imposed 
by Prime Minister Mariano 
Rajoy and his solid majority 
of lawmakers. Smaller dem¬ 
onstrations Tuesday attract¬ 
ed hundreds of protesters in 
Barcelona and Seville. 
Angry Madrid march¬ 
ers who got as close as 
they could to Parliament, 
250 meters (yards) away, 
yelled “Get out!. Get out! 
They don’t represent us! 
Fire them!" “The only solu¬ 
tion is that we should put 
everyone in Parliament out 
on the street so they know 
what it's like,” said Maria 
Pilar Lopez, a 60-year-old 
government secretary. 
Lopez and others called 


for fresh elections, claiming 
the government's hard-hit¬ 
ting austerity measures are 
proof that the ruling Popu¬ 
lar Party misled voters when 
it won power last Novem¬ 
ber in a landslide. 

While Rajoy has said he has 
no plans to cut pensions for 
Spaniards, Lopez fears her 
retirement age could be 
raised from 65 to as much 
as 70. Three of her seven 
nieces and nephews have 
been laid off since Rajoy 
ousted Spain's Socialists, 
and she said the prospect 
of them finding jobs “is very 
bleak.” 

Spain is struggling in its sec¬ 
ond recession in three years 
with unemployment near 
25 percent. The country has 
introduced austerity mea¬ 
sures and economic re¬ 
forms in a bid to convince 
its euro partners and inves¬ 
tors that it is serious about 
reducing its bloated deficit 
to 6.3 percent of gross do¬ 
mestic product in 2012 and 
4.5 percent next year. 
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Morsi wants free speech Venezuela po//. 

linked with responsibility Chavez leads Capriles by 10 points 

fabiola sanchez * fi. «n 



Opposition's presidential candidate Henrique Capriles waves 
to supporters during a campaign rally in Barinas, Venezuela. 
Chavez held a 10-point lead over rival Henrique Capriles in a 
polling company’s final survey ahead of the Oct. 7 election, but 
the report released Tuesday showed Capriles narrowing the gap. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 


DIAA HADID 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Egyptian 
President Mohammed Mor¬ 
si said freedom of expres¬ 
sion must be used respon¬ 
sibly in a speech Tuesday 
to the Clinton Global Initia¬ 


tive in New York that hinted 
at looming tensions in the 
newly-democratic nation. 
Morsi, a key figure of 
Egypt's Muslim Brother¬ 
hood, repeated several 
times that he was the “first, 
democratically elected, 
civilian president of Egypt” 
and earned applause by 
asking his audience to “see 
a new Egypt.” 

“I never imagined this mo¬ 
ment,” Morsi said. “We re¬ 
ally have a new state in 
Egypt." 

That state has faced a cha¬ 
otic political climate since 
last year’s mass protests 
brought down Egypt’s ag¬ 
ing dictator Hosni Mubarak. 
Egypt, now governed by 
the conservative Muslim 
Brotherhood, has tussled 
with military officials and 
democracy activists over 
the future of the Arab 
world's most populous 
country. 

Morsi called for limits on 
free speech, without pro¬ 
viding details, saying the 
violent protests over an 
anti-Islam video required 
“some reflection.” The pro¬ 
tests have killed dozens of 
people, including the U.S. 


ambassador to Libya, since 
they began last week. 

“We must acknowledge 
the importance of freedom 
of expression,” he said. “We 
must also recognize that 
such freedom comes with 
responsibilities, especially 


when it comes with serious 
implications for internation¬ 
al peace and stability.” 

His speech at the annual 
gala of former President 
Bill Clinton’s foundation 
followed a Monday-night 
meeting with U.S. Secretary 
of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton that sought to re¬ 
pair ties that were strained 
severely after Egyptian 
demonstrators overran the 
U.S. Embassy in Cairo. 

Morsi insisted that all Egyp¬ 
tians enjoyed equal rights 
after the lecture's modera¬ 
tor — Bill Clinton — asked 
about the rights of women 
and the country’s large 
Christian minority. 

In the past, Morsi has said 
he does not believe Chris¬ 
tians or women can serve 
as the country’s leaders, 
based on his conservative 
interpretation of Islam. 

Morsi called for a shakeup 
of global organizations like 
the U.N., saying they had 
to be more democratic — 
a frequent cry of regional 
powers who resent the Se¬ 
curity Council's permanent 
five members: the U.S., Rus¬ 
sia, China, France and the 
United KingdomO 


Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— President Hugo Chavez 
held a 10-point lead over 
rival Henrique Capriles in 
one of the final polls ahead 
of Venezuela’s Oct. 7 elec¬ 
tion, but the survey re¬ 
leased Tuesday showed 
the challenger narrowing 
the gap. 

The poll by Datanalisis, 
one of Venezuela’s most 
respected polling firms, 
found that about 49 per¬ 
cent said they intend to 
vote for Chavez and about 
39 percent said they plan 
to vote for Capriles. About 
11 percent didn’t reveal 
a preference, said Luis Vi¬ 
cente Leon, a director of 
the polling firm. 

The results showed Capriles 
narrowing the 46-31 per¬ 
cent lead that Chavez 
held in June’s poll by the 
same company. 

Leon said it was the final 
poll Datanalisis plans to re¬ 
lease publicly before the 
vote. It's possible the can¬ 
didates’ percentages may 
already have shifted some¬ 
what since the survey was 
carried out weeks ago. 

The poll questioned 1,600 
people between Aug. 25 
and Sept. 5, and had a 
margin of error of about 2 
percentage points. It was 
paid for a group of about 


100 clients, including busi¬ 
nesses as well as govern¬ 
ment entities. 

Leon said Capriles’ active 
campaigning in about 260 
towns across the country 
has had an impact. 
Chavez, in contrast, has 
concentrated on a smaller 
number of campaign ral¬ 
lies, and has been less ac¬ 
tive after more than a year 
of cancer treatments in¬ 
cluding surgeries, radiation 
and chemotherapy. 

Even though Chavez has 
said he’s now cancer- 
free, Leon said the presi¬ 
dent’s campaign clearly 
has been affected by his 


health problems. 

He said that after nearly 
14 years in office, Chavez 
for the first time will face 
a strong rival and that no 
other opposition candi¬ 
date has achieved such 
support in pre-election polls 
when facing Chavez. The 
pollster also cautioned that 
changes in public opinion 
can still occur in the less 
than two weeks before the 
Oct. 7 vote. Venezuelans 
have been bombarded 
with widely varying poll 
results ahead of the vote, 
and some pollsters haven’t 
been open about discuss¬ 
ing their sources of funding 
or polifical leanings. 

Some polifical surveys, in¬ 
cluding those conducted 
by the pollster GIS XXI, run 
by Chavez’s former justice 
minister Jesse Chacon, 
have repeatedly shown 
the president with a lead 
of more than 20 percent, 
and have been touted 
on state television. Other 
polls, such as those of Con- 
sultores 21 and Varianzas, 
have shown Capriles either 
roughly even with Chavez 
or slightly ahead. The dif¬ 
ferences have led many 
to doubt the accuracy of 
the polls. “The variation 
between the polls is so big 
that there are some that 
say Chavez is winning by 
30 points and others that 
say he’s losing by almost 10 
points,” said Angel Alvarez, 
a political science profes¬ 
sor af Central University of 
Venezuela. □ 



A boy walks beside a a wall covered with campaign posters 
of Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez in Caracas, Venezuela, 
Tuesday, Sept. 25, 2012. Chavez held a 10-point lead over ri¬ 
val Henrique Capriles in a polling company’s final survey ahead 
of the Oct. 7 election, but the report released Tuesday showed 
Capriles narrowing the gap. 

(AP Photo/Fernando Llano) 



Former U.S. President Bill Clinton, right, listens as Egyptian Presi¬ 
dent Mohammed Morsi speaks at the Clinton Global Initiative in 
New York Tuesday, Sept. 25, 2012. 

(AP Photo/David Karp) 
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In U.N. speech, Obama puts Iran on notice 


Continued from front 


“America wants to resolve 
this issue through diploma¬ 
cy, and we believe there is 
still time and space to do 
so,” Obama said. “We re¬ 
spect the right of nations to 
access peaceful nuclear 
power, but one of fhe pur¬ 
poses of the United Nations 
is to see that we harness 
that power for peace.” 

But he spent most of his 
30-minute speech on the 
Arab democracy move¬ 
ment and its fallout. 

Just two weeks after the 
beginning of violent anti- 
American protests that led 
to the killing of four Ameri¬ 
cans in Benghazi, Libya, 
Obama vowed that even 


as the United States works 
to bring the killers to justice, 
he will not back down from 
his support of democratic 
freedoms in the Muslim 
world. But he also gave 
a spirited defense of U.S. 
freedom of speech and 
the spirit of tolerance that 
allowed the inflamma¬ 
tory anti-Muslim video that 
prompted the protests. 

“As president of our coun¬ 
try, and commander in 
chief of our military, I ac¬ 
cept that people are go¬ 
ing to call me awful things 
every day,” Obama said. 
“And I will defend their 
right to do so.” For that, he 
received cheers in the cav¬ 
ernous hall. 

While condemning the 
“crude and disgusting" vid¬ 


eo that prompted the pro¬ 
tests in Libya and through¬ 
out the Muslim world, 
the president worked to 
explain - before a some¬ 
times skeptical audience 
that has never completely 
bought into the American 
idea that even hateful 
speech is protected - why 
the United States values so 
highly its First Amendment. 
“We do so because in a 
diverse society, efforts to 
restrict speech can be¬ 
come a tool to silence crit¬ 
ics, or oppress minorities,” 
Obama said. “We do so 
because given the power 
of faith in our lives, and the 
passion that religious dif¬ 
ferences can inflame, the 
strongest weapon against 
hateful speech is not re- 
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President Barack Obama, foreground, shakes hands with United 
Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, upper left, and Gen¬ 
eral Assembly President Vuk Jeremic before addressing the 67th 
session of the General Assembly at U.N. headquarters Tuesday, 
Sept. 25, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


pression, it is more speech 
- the voices of tolerance 
that rally against bigotry 
and blasphemy, and lift up 
the values of understand¬ 
ing and mutual respect.” 
Americans, he said, “have 
fought and died around 
the globe to protect the 
right of all people to ex¬ 
press their view.” 

And he said pointedly that 
“there is no speech that jus¬ 
tifies mindless violence.” 
“There are no words that 
excuse the killing of in¬ 
nocents,” Obama said. 
“There is no video that jus¬ 
tifies an attack on an em¬ 
bassy. There is no slander 
that provides an excuse for 
people to burn a restau¬ 
rant in Lebanon, or destroy 
a school in Tunis, or cause 
death and destruction in 
Pakistan." 

It was the president’s first 
truly expansive response to 
the anti-American protests 
that erupted over the U.S.- 
made video, and it came 
at a politically fraught 
time, just as his campaign 
is battling attacks from his 
Republican challenger, 
Mitt Romney, that Obama 
has projected weakness 
abroad, a charge the 


Obama campaign has vo¬ 
ciferously disputed. 
Traffic-clogged New York 
was the scene Tuesday 
of dueling speeches from 
Obama and Romney. 
Romney spoke first at the 
Clinton Global Initiative 
about development - and 
managed a smile when for¬ 
mer President Bill Clinton, a 
recent Obama surrogate, 
jogged onto the stage af¬ 
ter his remarks to thank him. 
Obama was scheduled to 
speak before the group 
Tuesday afternoon. 
Obama’s appearance 
at the storied world body 
came with all the trappings 
of his incumbent presiden¬ 
cy. He appeared before 
fellow global leaders in the 
high-ceilinged chambers 
of the General Assembly, 
and he took 30 minutes to 
make the case for America 
on the world stage. 

It was a stage that seemed 
to beg for a natural ora¬ 
tor - perhaps one of the 
president’s best gifts - and 
he did not disappoint. Af¬ 
ter the ritual of waiting for 
10 seconds in a chair just 
below the stage while he 
was introduced, Obama 
walked to the podium.QiY 
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Texas executes recruiter after 3 reprieves 


MICHAEL GRACZYK 
Associated Press 
HUNTSVILLE, Texas (AP) — A 

former Army recruiter was 
executed Tuesday evening 
in Texas for participating 
in the shooting death of a 
woman he and a buddy 
met 10 years ago at a Fort 
Worth bar. 



III 
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and dumped in a ditch on 
Valentine’s Day in February 
2002. 

Three of the nine Supreme 
Court justices — Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, Elena Kagan and 
Sonia Sotomayor — would 
have stopped the punish¬ 
ment, the court indicated 
in its brief ruling less than 
two hours before Foster 
could be taken to the Tex¬ 
as death chamber. 

By then, Foster already had 
been moved to a tiny cell 
steps away from the death 
chamber to await lethal in¬ 
jection, the ninth this year in 
Texas, the U.S. state which 
carries out the most execu¬ 
tions. 

“I didn't do it," Foster, 
maintaining his innocence, 
told The Associated Press 
recently from death row.Q 


Mom charged with being 
NYC madam pleads guilty 


TOM HAYS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A Scot¬ 
land-born mother of four 
charged with moonlight¬ 
ing as a multimillion-dollar 
madam pleaded guilty 
Tuesday to promoting pros¬ 
titution as part of a plea 
deal. 

Anna Gristina, a legal U.S. 
resident originally from the 
Scottish Highlands, made 
the plea in Manhattan 
court. 

The judge said she’ll be 
sentenced Nov. 20 to time 
served and probation, and 
she could also be deport¬ 
ed. 

She spent four months in jail 
before being released on 
$250,000 bond in June. 

Her lawyers said Gris¬ 
tina lived on a 12-acre 


(4.8-hectare) property in 
Monroe, about 50 miles (80 
kilometers) north of New 
York City, and rescued 
animals and helped aban¬ 
doned pet pigs find new 
homes. 

But prosecutors accused 
the 45-year-old Gristina of 
having a roster of wealthy, 
well-placed clients and 
boasting of law-enforce¬ 
ment connections during 
15 years in a business that 
made her millions. She had 
said she was merely start¬ 
ing a dating service. 

She had been charged 
with a single count of pro¬ 
moting prostitution, stem¬ 
ming from a July 2011 tryst 
that authorities say she ar¬ 
ranged involving two wom¬ 
en and an undercover of¬ 
ficer posing as a clientO 


Texas prison officials gave 
Cleve Foster a lethal injec¬ 
tion at 6:43 p.m. CDT (2343 
GMT) Tuesday, just hours 
after the U.S. Supreme 
Court refused to postpone 
his punishment for a fourth 
time. Once previously he 
was moments from being 
led to the death chamber 
before the justices inter¬ 
vened. 

His attorneys argued he 
was innocent of the slaying 
of Nyaneur Pal, a 30-year- 
old immigrant from Sudan; 
that he had deficient legal 
help at his trial and in early 
stages of his appeals, and 
that his case deserved a 
closer look. 

In the seconds before the 
single lethal dose of pen¬ 
tobarbital began, Foster 
expressed love to his family 
and to God. 

“When I close my eyes, I’ll 
be with the father,” he said. 
“God is everything. He’s my 
life. Tonight I’ll be with him.” 
He did not proclaim inno- 


In this Aug. 29, 2012, photo, convicted killer Cleve Foster speaks 
from a visiting cage at the Texas Department of Criminal Jus¬ 
tice Polunsky Unit outside Livingston, Texas. Foster received 
three reprieves from the U.S. Supreme Court, including two last 
year when he was within hours of execution for the slaying of a 
30-year-old woman near Fort Worth in 2000. He was executed 
Tuesday evening. Sept. 25, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Michael Graczyk) 


cence or admit guilt. He 
did turn to relatives of his 
two victims, saying, “I don’t 
know what you're going to 
be feeling tonight. I pray 
we’ll all meet in heaven.” 
As the drugs began tak¬ 
ing effect and while he 
was repeatedly saying he 
loved his family, he began 
snoring, then he stopped 
breathing. 

The victim, known as Mary 
Pal, was shot in the head 
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Todd Akin counting on support of home-schoolers 


JOHN ELIGON 
© 2012 New York Times 
HARRISONVILLE, Mo. - On a 
recent Wednesday, when 
many teenagers here were 
doing homework or playing 
after-school sports, 17-year- 


old Ania Bishop, in an ankle- 
length skirt with American 
flags, was cheering at a 
political rally for Todd Akin. 
The rest of her family was 
there too: her father and 
teenage brother, both in 


“Stand With Todd” T-shirts,” 
and her 6-year-old sister, 
who sat cross-legged at 
her mother’s feet while 
Akin, the Republican seek¬ 
ing to unseat the incum¬ 
bent Democrat, Claire Me- 
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Missouri Republican Senate candidate. Rep. Todd Akin, R-Mo., 
speaks while surrounded by supporters during a news confer¬ 
ence at the start of a statewide bus tour, Tuesday, Sept. 25, 2012, 
in St. Louis. Akin is hoping that donors displeased by his much- 
criticized remarks about rape will reopen their checkbooks. 

(AP Photo/Jeff Roberson) 


Caskill, in one of the year's 
most closely watched Sen¬ 
ate races, reiterated his 
anti-abortion stance to 
the approving crowd. The 
mother, Ellen Bishop, says 
she spends 10 to 15 hours a 
week working on Akin cam¬ 
paign matters, while her 
children put in about six to 
10 hours. Because the chil¬ 
dren are home-schooled, 
she explained, they can 
translate their campaign 
work into lessons. 

As Akin, a six-term congress¬ 
man, fights for his political 
life after making controver¬ 
sial comments about rape 
victims, he is counting on a 
coalition of home-school- 
ers as crucial support for his 
struggling campaign. Akin 
and his wife, Lulli, home- 
schooled all six of their chil¬ 
dren, and it was other such 
families who helped him rise 
in politics. Now, after losing 
the backing and financ¬ 
ing of much of the Repub¬ 
lican party establishment, 
he is counting on them as 
never before for help in 
grass-roots fundraising and 


in coordinating volunteers 
across the state. 

Akin reaffirmed on Tues¬ 
day his intention to stay in 
the race as the deadline 
came and went for him to 
withdraw from the ballot. 
To underscore his commit¬ 
ment, he began a state¬ 
wide bus tour that will run 
through Friday and include 
an appearance by Phyllis 
Schlafly, the conservative 
activist. On Monday, he 
got help from Newt Gin¬ 
grich, who, during a $500-a- 
plate lunch fundraiser near 
St. Louis, encouraged fel¬ 
low Republicans to support 
Akin. 

Since his rape comments 
drew national attention. 
Akin has raised about 
$600,000 in small dona¬ 
tions. However, that does 
not come close to making 
up for the millions of dollars 
conservative super PACs 
and other groups had been 
planning to spend in a race 
that they considered cru¬ 
cial to the party's efforts to 
regain control of the Sen¬ 
ate. 
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NYC schools dispensing morning-after pill to girls 


KAREN MATTHEWS 
LINDSEY TANNER 
Associated Press Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — New 

York City is handing out the 
morning-after pill to girls as 
young as 14 at more than 
50 public high schools, 
sometimes even before 
they have had sex. The 
campaign is believed to be 
unprecedented in its size 
and aggressiveness. 

The effort to combat teen 
pregnancy in the nation's 
largest city contrasts sharply 
with the views of politicians 
and school systems in more 
conservative parts of the 
country. 

Valerie Huber, president of 
the National Abstinence 
Education Association in 
Washington, calls it “a terri¬ 
ble case once again of big¬ 
otry of low expectations” 
— presuming that teen girls 
will have sex anyway, and 
effectively endorsing that. 
But some doctors say more 
schools should follow New 
York’s lead. 


Emergency contraception 
is safe and effective “if you 
use it in a timely fashion. It 
provides relief or solace to 


a young woman or man 
who has made a mistake 
but doesn’t want to have 
to live with that mistake for 
the rest of their lives,” said 
Dr. Cora Breuner, a Seattle 
physician and member of 
an American Academy of 
Pediatrics' committee on 


teen health. 

Plan B emergency contra¬ 
ception is about 90 per¬ 
cent effective at prevent¬ 


ing pregnancy if taken 
within 72 hours after unpro¬ 
tected sex. 

New York’s program was 
phased in at health clin¬ 
ics at about 40 schools the 
1-million-student school 
system beginning about 
four years ago. Since Janu¬ 
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Handout photo from Barr Pharmaceuticals Inc., shows a pack¬ 
age of Plan B’ One-Step, an emergency contraceptive. The 
New York City Department of Education is making morning- 
after-pills available to high school girls at 13 public schools. The 
department says girls as young as 14 will be able to get the Plan 
B emergency contraception without parental consent. 

(AP Photo/Barr Pharmaceuticals Inc.) 
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ary 2011, it has expanded 
to 13 additional schools 
that don't have clinics. The 
little-known program was 
reported on Sunday by the 
New York Post.Nurse prac¬ 
titioners or physicians dis¬ 
pense the pills, and parents 
can sign an opt-out form 
preventing their daugh¬ 
ters from taking part. Only 
about 1 to 2 percent of par¬ 
ents have opted out, ac¬ 
cording to the city Health 
Department. 

The program is seen a way 
to reduce a startling num¬ 


ber: More than 7,000 New 
York City girls ages 15 to 17 
get pregnant each year. 
More than two-thirds of 
those pregnancies end in 
abortions. “We are com¬ 
mitted to trying new ap¬ 
proaches ...to improve a 
situation that can have life¬ 
long consequences,” the 
Health Department said in 
a statement. 

In the 2011-12 school year, 
576 girls got the pills at the 13 
added schools, said Debo¬ 
rah Kaplan, an assistant 
health commissionerO 
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Death of Libyan rebel raises calls for vengeance 


AYA BATRAWY 
ESAM MOHAMED 
Associated Press 
MISRATA, Libya (AP) — One 

of the young Libyan reb¬ 
els credited with captur¬ 
ing Moammar Gadhafi in a 
drainage ditch nearly a year 
ago died Tuesday of inju¬ 
ries after being kidnapped, 
beaten and slashed by the 
late dictator's supporters — 
the latest victim of persistent 
violence and instability in the 
North African country. 

The death of Omran Shaa- 
ban, who had been hospi¬ 
talized in France, raised the 
prospect of even more vio¬ 
lence and score-settling, with 
the newly elected National 
Congress authorizing police 
and the army to use force 
if necessary to apprehend 
those who abducted the 
22-year-old and three com¬ 
panions in July near the town 
of Bani Walid. 

Libya is battling lingering 
pockets of support for the old 
regime, and its government 
has been unable to rein in 
armed militias in a country 
rife with weapons. Earlier this 


month, a demonstration 
at the U.S. Consulate in 
the eastern city of Beng¬ 
hazi turned violent, killing 


four Americans, including 
the U.S. ambassador. 
Shaaban was praised as 
a “dutiful martyr” by the 
National Congress, al¬ 


though his family says he 
never received a promised 
reward of 1 million Libyan 
dinars ($800,000) for cap¬ 


turing Gadhafi on Oct. 20, 
2011, in the former leader's 
hometown of Sirte. The ec¬ 
centric dictator was killed 
later that day by revolu¬ 


tionary fighters. 

The Libyan government 
said it would honor Shaa¬ 
ban with a funeral befit¬ 
ting a hero. His body was 
greeted at the airport in 
his hometown of Misrata 
by more than 10,000 peo¬ 
ple for a procession to a 
soccer stadium for funeral 
prayers. 

Photos on social media 
websites showed a wood¬ 
en coffin with a glass win¬ 
dow that revealed Shaa- 
ban’s face, with white 
gauze covering his head. 
In the capital of Tripoli, 
several hundred protest¬ 
ers gathered outside the 
headquarters of the Na¬ 
tional Congress to de¬ 
mand that the govern¬ 
ment avenge Shaaban's 
death. 

Shaaban's family said 
that he and three friends 
had been en route home 
to the western city of Mis¬ 
rata from a vacation in 
July when they were at¬ 
tacked by gunmen in an 
area called el-Shimekh 
near Bani Walid. 

Shaaban and his friends, 
who like many Libyans 
were armed, fired back, 
the family said. 

Two bullets hit Shaaban, 
and he was paralyzed 
from the waist down, his 
relatives said. The men 
were captured by mili¬ 
tiamen from Bani Walid, 
a town of about 100,000 
people that remains a 
stronghold of Gadhafi loy¬ 
alists and is isolated from 
the rest of Libya.□ 


Yemen leader 
says would talk 
with al-Qaida 

AHMED AL-HAJ 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — Ye¬ 
men's president said Tues¬ 
day he would talk to his 
country’s branch of the al- 
Qaida militant network if it 
were to give up its weapons, 
abandon its extremist ideas 
and stop sheltering foreign 
fighters. The televised state¬ 
ment by President Abed 
Rabbo Mansour Hadi ap¬ 
peared aimed at showing his 
readiness to use any means 
to reduce the political vio¬ 
lence in his country, home 
to the most world’s most 
active branch of the terror 
network. Al-Qaida however 
has shown little indication 
that it would want to pursue 
a dialogue, especially under 
Hadi’s conditions. 

The militants had taken ad¬ 
vantage of Yemen's popu¬ 
lar uprising last year to seize 
much of the country’s south. 
This summer, backed by U.S. 
advisers and drones, Hadi’s 
military launched an of¬ 
fensive to reclaim this terri¬ 
tory, going after al-Qaida’s 
strongholds and hideouts. 
The groups’ No.2 was killed 
earlier this month in an air- 
strike. The militants in turn 
have struck back, targeted 
security officials for assassi¬ 
nations and staging deadly 
bombings. 

Hadi’s remarks were in line 
with the image he tries to 
project, of a leader serious 
about bringing stability to his 
country either by force or by 
negotiation. □ 
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In this undated handout photo released by the family of Om¬ 
ran Shaaban, Shaaban receives treatment from a doctor at a 
hospital in France. Less than a year after helping drag Moam¬ 
mar Gadhafi from a drainage ditch, a 22-year-old former rebel 
was captured by the slain leader’s supporters who beat, cut 
and killed him, his family says. The death of Omran Shabaan 
has brought calls for revenge and highlights the challenges 
facing Libya _ pockets of support for the deposed regime, the 
new government’s inability to rein in militias and the potential 
for violence like the killing of the U.S. ambassador. 

(AP Photo, Family of Omran Shaaban) 
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Japan trades words with China, water with Taiwan 


LOUISE WATT 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — Japanese 
and Taiwanese ships shot 
water cannon at each oth¬ 
er Tuesday in the latest con¬ 
frontation over tiny islands in 
the East China Sea, as Ja¬ 
pan met with another rival, 
China, in an effort to tamp 
down tensions. 

About 40 Taiwanese fishing 
boats and 12 patrol boats 
entered waters near the 
islands on Tuesday morn¬ 
ing, briefly triggering an ex¬ 
change of water cannon 
fire with Japanese coast 
guard ships. Coast guard 
officials said the Taiwanese 
vessels had ignored warn¬ 
ings to get out of their ter¬ 
ritory, and the Taiwanese 
ships pulled back after be¬ 
ing fired upon. 

It was Taiwan's first foray 
into the waters around the 
uninhabited islands, known 
as Senkaku in Japan and 
Diaoyu in China, since the 
Japanese government pur¬ 
chased some of them from 
private owners two weeks 
ago. China, Japan and Tai¬ 
wan all claim the islands, 
but they are administered 
by Tokyo. The purchase has 
sparked sometimes violent 
protests in China and infor¬ 
mal boycotts of Japanese 
products. Many Chinese 
have canceled vacations 
to Japan over the dispute. 
Japanese airline JAL says it 
plans to cut six flights a day 
from Japan to Beijing and 
Shanghai from Oct. 10 to 
27 after the canceling of 
15,500 seat reservations. 
China has also dispatched 
government marine moni¬ 
toring vessels to patrol 
around the islands. 

Chinese Vice Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Zhang Zhijun and Japa¬ 
nese Vice Foreign Minister 


Chikao Kawai, flanked by 
their aides, held a meeting 
on the dispute Tuesday at 
China’s Foreign Ministry. 
While the talks were under 
way, China’s Cabinet, the 
State Council, released a 
white paper via the official 


Xinhua News Agency on 
the history of the islands, 
part of a propaganda blitz 
aimed at bolstering Chi¬ 
na’s claim. 

After the four-hour meet¬ 
ing, Chinese Foreign Min¬ 
istry spokesman Hong Lei 


said both sides exchanged 
views “frankly and deeply” 
and agreed to continue 
discussions. He reiterated 
that “China will never toler¬ 
ate Japan's unilateral acts 
which violate China’s terri¬ 
torial sovereignty.” 

Deputy press secretary 
for Japan’s Foreign Minis¬ 
try, Naoko Saiki, said the 
two sides agreed to con¬ 
tinue contacts but had 
not scheduled another 
meeting. Speaking on the 
sidelines of the U.N. Gen¬ 
eral Assembly in New York, 
Saiki asserted that Japan’s 
claim to the islands was 
beyond dispute. She ac¬ 
knowledged that comprise 
will be difficult to reach but 
said they should keep talk¬ 
ing to stabilize the situation. 
She said the presence of 
Chinese and Taiwanese 
vessels risks a “miscalcula¬ 
tion” or “accident." 

“As far as territory or sov¬ 
ereignty is concerned, it’s 


quite difficult for any party 
including Japan to make 
a compromise,” Saiki said. 
“We don’t want to have 
any wars or battles or use of 
force. We have to stabilize 
the situation through dia¬ 
logue in a peaceful man¬ 
ner, in accordance with 
international law.” 

While both governments 
appeared publicly to be 
seeking to calm tensions, 
gamesmanship around the 
islands continued Tuesday. 
Japanese coast guard of¬ 
ficials said their ships fired 
water cannon after the Tai¬ 
wanese fishing boats and 
government patrol boats 
violated Japanese terri¬ 
torial waters and ignored 
warnings to move out. After 
shooting water back, the 
Taiwanese boats left Japa¬ 
nese waters, they said. 
Japanese patrol boats only 
fired at fishing vessels, said 
Hideaki Takase, a coast 
guard official. 



In this photo released by Taiwan's Central News Agency, a Tai¬ 
wan Coast Guard patrol boat, left, sprays its water cannon to¬ 
wards a Japan Coast Guard patrol boat off the disputed islands 
called Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in China, in the East China 
Sea, Tuesday, Sept. 25, 2012. On Tuesday morning, about 50 
Taiwanese fishing boats accompanied by 10 Taiwanese surveil¬ 
lance ships came within almost 20 kilometers (about 12 miles) 
of the disputed islands- within what Japan considers to be its 
territorial waters. 

(AP Photo/Central News Agency) 
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Court: 3 Swiss guilty 
of aiding nuclear ring 


FRANK JORDANS 
JAMEY KEATEN 
GENEVA (AP) — A court 
in Switzerland found three 
men guilty Tuesday of 
helping supply material 
and know-how to Libya’s 
atomic weapons program 
almost a decade ago, but 
approved a plea bargain 
that cited the defendants’ 
cooperation with the CIA as 
a mitigating circumstance. 
The Swiss Federal Criminal 
Court sentenced Urs Tinner, 
46 and his brother Marco, 
43, to prison terms that are 
shorter than the time they 
have already spent in in¬ 
vestigative custody. Their 
74-year-old father, Fried¬ 
rich, received a suspended 
sentence. All three had 
pleaded guilty and were 
ordered to pay fines and 
substantial legal costs. 

The case shed rare light on 
the U.S. intelligence agen¬ 
cy’s successful operation to 
destroy the nuclear smug¬ 
gling network of Abdul Qa- 
deer Khan, the architect of 
Pakistan’s nuclear weap¬ 
ons program. 

Khan built up an interna¬ 
tional network selling equip¬ 
ment to countries with 
nuclear weapons ambi¬ 
tions during the 1990s. Swiss 
prosecutors alleged all 
three Tinners were involved 
in the smuggling ring and 
supplied key equipment 
and blueprints for the pro¬ 


duction of gas centrifuges 
that are needed to enrich 
uranium to weapons grade 
levels. 

Urs Tinner claimed in a 2009 
interview with Swiss televi¬ 
sion that he had tipped off 
the CIA about a delivery of 


centrifuge parts destined 
for Libya's nuclear weap¬ 
ons program. The shipment 
was seized at the Italian 
port of Taranto in Octo¬ 
ber 2003, forcing Libyan 
leader Moammar Gad- 
hafi to admit and eventu¬ 
ally renounce his efforts to 
acquire nuclear weapons 
technology. 


Swiss prosecutors said there 
was evidence the Tinners 
had cooperated with U.S. 
officials since at least June 
18, 2003, and that the three 
engineers had manipu¬ 
lated the centrifuge parts 
intended for Libya to en¬ 


sure they wouldn’t function 
properly. 

The CIA declined to com¬ 
ment on the verdict Tues¬ 
day. But the agency has 
said in the past that “the 
disruption of the A.Q. Khan 
network was a genuine in¬ 
telligence success, one in 
which the CIA played a key 
role.” 



Swiss engineer Friedrich Tinner hides behind a newspaper as 
he leaves the Swiss Federal Criminal Court in Bellinzona, Swit¬ 
zerland, Tuesday, Sept. 25, 2012. The court has found him and 
his two sons guilty of helping an international nuclear smuggling 
ring that supplied material and know-how to rogue states such 
as Moammar Gadhafi's Libya. 

(AP Photo/Keystone, Karl Mathis) 


Argentina’s Fernandez rejects 
IMF criticism of financial data 

PABLO ELIAS GIUSSANI 
Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Argentina's president on Tuesday 
rejected the International Monetary Fund's criticism of 
her government’s economic figures and dismissed an IMF 
threat of unspecified sanctions if changes are not made. 
President Cristina Fernandez also seemed extremely irri¬ 
tated that the IMF president used soccer terminology in a 
warning to Argentina a day earlier. 

“I want to tell the head of the IMF that this is not a soc¬ 
cer game. The (global) economic and political crisis is the 
most severe on record since the ‘30s,” Fernandez said dur¬ 
ing her speech to the U.N. General Assembly. 

Still, the Argentine leader also used soccer to make her 
own criticism of the IMF, saying the IMF might perform its 
duties better if it learned a few things from soccer's inter¬ 
national governing body, FIFA. 

“The role of the president of FIFA has been far more satis¬ 
fying than the role of the director of the IMF in organizing 
what is their responsibility,” Fernandez said. 

While FIFA successfully puts on the World Cup every four 
years, she said, “the IMF has been trying to organize the 
(worldwide) economy since the ‘80s and crisis after crisis 
shows it hasn’t done so.” 

On Monday, IMF President Christine Lagarde criticized the 
economic statistics released by Argentina's government, 
numbers that are widely discounted by outside analysts, 
and warned of sanctions if the Argentines don't publish 
accurate inflation and growth data by Dec. 17. 

“This is the last yellow card we show them,” Lagarde said, 
referring to a warning given to soccer players for serious 
infractions during games. “I hope we can avoid the red 
card (expulsion), but if the statistics aren’t corrected, if 
they don’t comply with the rules, then all the players are 
equal. It doesn't matter how well they play football.” 
Fernandez ridiculed the warning. “My country is not a soc¬ 
cer club. It is a sovereign nation that makes its decisions 
sovereignly and will not be subjected to any pressure, let 
alone to any threat,” she said. 

Fernandez did not refer directly to the economic statis¬ 
tics questioned by the IMF, saying only that Argentina has 
turned its back on formulas promoted by the agency and 
has a stronger economy than countries that follow its pre¬ 
scriptions. 

Argentina is the only leading world economy and IMF 
member whose numbers have been rejected by the 
Washington-based IMF as unreliable. 
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Jewish holy day brings Israel to grinding halt 


Continued from front 

They refrain from eating 
and drinking and attend 
intense prayer services in 
synagogues. The day caps 
a traditional 10-day pe¬ 
riod of soul-searching that 
began with the holiday of 
Rosh Hashana, the start of 
the Jewish new year. 

This year, the day of in¬ 
trospection comes amid 
heightened speculation 
that an attack on Iran’s 
nuclear facilities could be 
near. When Yom Kippur 
comes to a close Wednes¬ 
day night. Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu will 
make his way to New York 
to address the United Na¬ 
tions with one main mes¬ 
sage: Iran’s nuclear pro¬ 
gram is an existential threat 
to Israel, and it must be 
stopped. Israel and the 
United States say Iran aims 
to develop weapons tech¬ 
nology, but Tehran says its 
program is for peaceful 


purposes. 

Israeli Chief Rabbi Shlomo 
Amar told Israel Radio that 
Israelis should pray this Yom 
Kippur that Israel’s enemies 
be kept at bay. 

“May God upturn whatever 
schemes they are schem¬ 
ing for us,” Amar said. 

Many Israelis also reflect¬ 
ed on the 1973 Arab-lsrael 
War, which Israelis call the 
Yom Kippur War because 
it broke out surprisingly on 
that day. The war marked 
a watershed moment in 
Israeli collective memory, 
when the country suffered 
heavy losses on the battle¬ 
field. On Tuesday, families 
published notices in the 
obituary sections of news¬ 
papers in memory of their 
loved ones who died in 
the war. Thousands of wor¬ 
shippers shrouded in white 
shawls, some blowing long 
curly rams’ horns called 
shofars, convened Tuesday 
morning on the holiest site 
where a Jew can pray, the 


Syrian mortars land 
in the Golan Heights 


BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian sol¬ 
diers fought rebels Tuesday 
in a firefight that killed nine 
people and sent several 
mortars sailing across the 
border into the Israeli-oc¬ 
cupied Golan Heights. 

The Israeli military said no¬ 
body was hurt in the shell¬ 
ing and that the spillover 
was believed to be ac¬ 
cidental. But Israel filed a 
complaint to the United 
Nations peacekeeping 
force that patrols the tense 
region between Israel and 
Syria. 


Over the course of the 
18-month-old uprising 
against Syrian President 
Bashar Assad, violence 
has spilled into neighbor¬ 
ing Lebanon, Jordan and 
Turkey. In July, mortar shells 
fell about one kilometer 
(half a mile) from the Golan 
boundary. 

The spillover is among the 
most worrying develop¬ 
ments from the Syria crisis, 
which has the potential to 
enflame the entire region. 
Activists said Tuesday that 
the clashes between troops 
and rebels inside Syria killed 
at least nine people.Q 



Ultra-Orthodox Jews swing chickens over their heads, as part of 
the Kaparot ritual, in which it is believed that one transfers one's 
sins from the past year into the chicken, in the Ultra-Orthodox 
city of Bnei Brak near Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, Sept. 25,2012. The 
ritual is performed before the Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur, the 
holiest day in the Jewish year which starts at sundown Tuesday. 

(AP Photo/Oded Balilty) 


Western Wall. 

Many of Israel’s secular 
Jews fast for the day, but 
stay at home watching 
movies and playing board 
games. In another tradi¬ 
tion, secular children ride 
skateboards and bicycles 
through the empty streets. 
At Jerusalem’s outdoor 
market, many scurried 
around doing last-minute 
errands before the country 
shut down. Nearby, ultra- 
Orthodox Jews swung live 
chickens over their heads 
while reciting a blessing, 
then slaughtered the birds 
— a symbolic ritual that 
transfers their sins to the 
animals. □ 
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The party winds down for Somali pirates 


ABDI GULED 
JASON STRAZIUSO 
Associated Press 
HOBYO, Somalia (AP) —The 
empty whiskey bottles and 
overturned, sand-filled skiffs 
littering this once-bustling 
shoreline are signs the hey¬ 
day of Somali piracy may 
be over. Most of the pros¬ 
titutes are gone and the 
luxury cars repossessed. Pi¬ 
rates while away their hours 
playing cards or catching 
lobsters. 

“There’s nothing to do here 
these days," said Hassan 
Abdi, a high school gradu¬ 
ate who taught English in a 
private school before turn¬ 
ing to piracy in 2009. “The 
hopes for a revitalized mar¬ 


ket are not high.” 

Armed guards aboard car¬ 
go ships and an internation¬ 
al naval armada that car¬ 
ries out onshore raids have 
put a huge dent in piracy 
and might even be ending 
the scourge. 

While experts say it's too 
early to declare victory, 
the numbers are startling: In 
2010, pirates seized 47 ves¬ 
sels. This year they’ve taken 
five. For a look at the real¬ 
ity behind those numbers, 
an Associated Press team 
from the capital, Mogadi¬ 
shu, traveled to the pirate 
havens of Galkayo and 
Hobyo, a coastal town con¬ 
sidered too dangerous for 
Western reporters since the 
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kidnappers have turned to 
land-based abductions 
over the last year. 

There they found pirates 
who once owned vast vil¬ 
las living in darkened, unfur¬ 
nished rooms, hiding from 


she answered a phone call 
from a former customer 
seeking some action on 
credit. 

“Those days are over. Can 
you pay me $1,000?” she 
asked. That's what she 



In this photo taken Sunday, Sept. 23, 2012, masked Somali pi¬ 
rate Hassan stands near a Taiwanese fishing vessel that washed 
up on shore after the pirates were paid a ransom and released 
the crew, in the once-bustling pirate den of Hobyo, Somalia. The 
empty whisky bottles and overturned, sand-filled skiffs that litter 
this shoreline are signs that the heyday of Somali piracy may be 
over - most of the prostitutes are gone, the luxury cars repos¬ 
sessed, and pirates talk more about catching lobsters than seiz¬ 
ing cargo ships. 

(AP Photo/Farah Abdi Warsameh) 


their creditors. 

Prostitute Faduma Ali longs 
for the days when her pirate 
customers had money. As 
she smoked a hookah in a 
hot, airless room in Galkayo 
last week, she sneered as 


once got for a night's work. 
“If not, goodbye and leave 
me alone.” 

“Money,” she groaned as 
she hung up. 

The caller, Abdirizaq Saleh, 
once had bodyguards and 


maids and the attention 
of beautiful women. When 
ransoms came in, a party 
was thrown, with blaring 
music, bottles of wine, the 
stimulant khat and a wom¬ 
an for every man. 

Now Saleh is hiding from 
creditors in a dirty room 
filled with dust-covered TVs 
and high-end clothes he 
acquired when flush. 

“Ships are being held lon¬ 
ger, ransoms are getting 
smaller and attacks are 
less likely to succeed,” said 
Saleh, sitting on a thread¬ 
bare mattress covered by a 
mosquito net. A plastic rain 
jacket he used at sea dan¬ 
gled from the door. 

Somali pirates hijacked 
46 ships in 2009 and 47 in 
2010, the European Union 
Naval Force says. In 2011, 
pirates launched a record 
number of attacks — 176 — 
but commandeered only 
25 ships, an indication that 
new on-board defenses 
were working. 

The last of the five hijacked 
this year was the Liberian- 
flagged MV Smyrni, taken 
with its crew of 26 on May 
10. They are still being held. 
“We have witnessed a sig¬ 
nificant drop in attacks in 
recent months. 


Attack on Mexico funeral kills 7, wounds 17 


OSCAR VILLALBA 
Associated Press 
PIEDRAS NEGRAS, Mexico 
(AP) — Gunmen in northern 
Mexico attacked mourners 
at a graveside ceremony 
Monday for a man appar¬ 
ently killed by a drug cartel, 
killing seven people and 
wounding 17. 

The mass shooting took 
place at a cemetery in the 
city of Torreon, Coahuila, 
said assistant state prosecu¬ 
tor Fernando Olivas. The 


area has been the scene 
of bloody battles between 
drug gangs. 

At least three carloads of 
gunmen pulled up to the 
cemetery, located next 
door to a military base, and 
opened fire on the mourn¬ 
ers with assault rifles. 

Some of the mourners, ap¬ 
parently carrying their own 
guns, returned fire. The at¬ 
tackers then fled. 
Investigators then found 


some guns hidden among 
the tombs at the cemetery. 
The man whose funeral was 
being held had been shot 
to death Saturday in an 
imported luxury car, and a 
hand-lettered sign referring 
to a drug cartel was found 
next to his body. 

Mexican drug cartels have 
been known to attack hos¬ 
pitals and ambulances to 
finish off wounded rivals, 
but attacks on funerals are 
relatively rare. 































Travel Agents from Venezuela Enjoy 
warm Hospitality at the Sunset Grille 



Palm Beach - Travel professionals affiliated with 
Organizacion Kangaru visited the Radisson Aruba 
Resort Casino & Spa to explore vacation options 
for visitors from Caracas, Valencia and Barquisi- 
mento among other large Venezuelan cities. 

The agents were entertained by director of sales 
Diego Garcia and enjoyed a gourmet lunch pre¬ 
pared by the culinary team at the resort's AAA 
Four Diamond rated Sunset Grille restaurant. 

After touring the resort and its 15-acre of tropical 
gardens and exotic lagoons the agents admired 
the exceptional accommodations and con¬ 
vention facilities, they visited the award-winning 
oceanfront Larimar Spa, and interacted with a 
great number of friendly and attentive working re¬ 
sort colleagues. 

Pictured here, snapshots from a time well spent.Q 
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At the Westin Resort in Aruba: 

DeepStacks Poker Tour Players Poker Championship Aruba Returns! 


DONNIE PETERS 

The schedule for the 2013 
DeepStacks Poker Tour 
Players Poker Champion¬ 
ship at Aruba has been re¬ 
leased! The event begins 
on Thursday, May 2, 2013, 
at the Westin Resort in Aru¬ 
ba for eight days of poker 
action. In its second install¬ 
ment, PPC Aruba boasts 
eight total events with four 
feature events. Those four 
feature events all have 


guarantees worth a total of 
$300,000. The $2,500 Main 
Event will run from May 5 
through 9 and garner a 
$200,000 guarantee. 

Last year, only 31 players 
came out for the $3,300 
Main Event, but the PPC 
is positive things will be a 
bit different this year. First, 
the guarantees will do 
their part in securing much 
larger field sizes and prize 
pools, but there's another 




twist. Partnering up with the 
DeepStacks Poker Tour, the 
PPC will grab much more 
attention. DeepStacks Pros 
and top level players Mi¬ 
chael “The Grinder” Mizra- 
chi, Mike “The Mouth” Ma- 
tusow and Tristan “Cre8ive" 
Wade have all commit¬ 
ted to the event. Between 


those three, seven World 
Series of Poker gold brace¬ 
lets and two World Poker 
Tour titles are represent¬ 
ed. Joe Serock, 2012 PPC 
champion, is also planning 
on attending. 

Upon the release of the 
schedule, PokerNews 
reached out to PPC Com¬ 
missioners Sandy Swartz- 
baugh and Bryan Oulton to 
talk about the event and 
answer a few questions. 

- What can players expect 
from PPC Aruba and why 
should they attend? 

First off, Aruba is one of 
the most naturally beauti¬ 
ful locations a player could 
visit to play poker and also 
have a great time day and 
night. With the addition of 
PPC Aruba to the Deep¬ 
Stacks Poker Tour, play¬ 
ers can look forward to a 
large-scale event with top 
pros and players of all lev¬ 
els coming for not just the 
event, but also, to coin a 
new word, have a “poker- 
cation.” 

- In its inaugural year of 
bringing poker back to Aru¬ 
ba, the PPC Main Event at¬ 
tracted just 31 entries. How 
do you feel things will be 
different this time around? 

With DeepStacks add¬ 
ing PPC Aruba as a stop. 


players can expect larger 
crowds due to a much 
larger reach. In year one, 
we ran small, but with a 
fierce field of competi¬ 
tors. The event went off 
without a flaw and all who 
came really enjoyed them¬ 
selves. Also, now that the 
event has run once, we've 
added guarantees to the 
event, which is always a 
great draw for players. 
There are four events with 
guarantees, topped by the 
DeepStacks Poker Tour PPC 
Aruba $2,250+$250 Main 
Event with a $200,000 guar¬ 
antee. The professionalism 
and reach of DeepStacks 
will only help to enhance 
the product and field size. 

- Do you have an idea of 
any players planning on or 
confirmed to be attending 
the event? 

We have many prominent 
players who have already 
committed. Foremost are 
Michael “The Grinder" Miz- 
rachi, Mike “The Mouth” 
Matusow and Tristan 
“Cre8ive” Wade. Also 
committed are Steve Karp, 
Darryl Fish and Hayden For- 
tini. Plus, defending champ 
Joe “Floes” Serock upon 
hearing that PPC Aruba 
was now part of the Deep¬ 
Stacks Poker Tour told us 
that it was another great 
reason to come back to 
Aruba.Q 
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Aruba Bank will be part of Expo Cas this weekend! 
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Dominicans draw; Barbados wins in Caribbean 

Cup qualifying 
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Ronnie Newton of Aruba (#6 in blue) is challenged by Dominican Republic captain Kerbi Rich- 
ardo in the sides' 2-2 Caribbean Cup draw. 

(Barbados Football Association) 


- Buy your home now, at a 
reduced interest rate, and 
start paying in 6 months! 

ORANJESTAD, Aruba - Sep¬ 
tember 25th 2012: This year 
again, Aruba Bank's Mort¬ 
gage Advisors will be on 
site during the Expo Cas 
event at the Renaissance 
Convention Center. This 
weekend, you’ll be able to 
take advantage of Aruba 
Bank’s special offer for a 
home mortgage, known as 
the “Breaking News Deal,” 
with an interest rate of just 
7.75%.And as if that isn’t 
enough, Aruba Bank will 
also give you a coupon to 
participate in a raffle for an 
AWG. 5.000,00 giff certifi¬ 
cate, which you may invest 
in electrical appliances for 
your new home. 

Aruba, 


BRIDGETOWN, Barbados - 

Erick Lopez scored a goal 
in each half and twice 
rallied the Dominican Re¬ 
public, earning it a 2-2 
draw with Aruba earlier 
this week in the opening 
match of Group 4 in Ca¬ 
ribbean Cup qualifying. 
Host Barbados won the 
nightcap of the rainy 
doubleheader, getting a 
Rashida Williams deflec¬ 
tion of a Ramuel Miller in 
the 35th minute to de¬ 
feat the Dominica 1-0 and 
take the early group lead. 
Lopez scored in the 13th 
and 76th minutes, negat¬ 
ing leads earned by Aru¬ 
ba on goals by Raymond 
Baten in the sixth minute, 
and again in the 30th on 
a tally by Rensy Barradas. 
Daylong rain made for a 
soft and saturated field 
af Kensington Oval. Bat¬ 
en, however, put Aruba 
ahead with a free kick be¬ 


fore Lopez equalized seven 
minutes later by capital¬ 
izing on a defensive gaffe. 
Aruba pounced on a Do¬ 
minican Republic miscue 


to retake the lead when an 
attempted clearance by 
Heinz Barmettler fell to Bar¬ 
radas and he converted. 
Lopez deadlocked the 


match with 24 minutes re¬ 
maining, running on to a 
loose ball and chipping 
over goalkeeper Eric Ab¬ 
dul who was off his line. 


The “Breaking News Deal” 
is the most flexible mort¬ 
gage offer on the island of 
Aruba. You will receive a 
special interest rate and a 
period of 30 years to pay it 
off. Additionally, you don’t 
have to make any mort¬ 
gage payments in the first 
six months, which gives you 
the financial opportunity to 
save, buy furniture, invest in 
landscaping and lots more! 
Visit Aruba Bank during 
Expo Cas at booth # 92 
and pick up all the infor¬ 
mation and guidance you 
need regarding the island’s 
best mortgage offer, at a 
reduced interest rate with 
the best payment options. 
To buy, build, consolidate 
or refinance your home, 
Aruba Bank is your bank of 
choice! 


Earlier, Williams helped 
Barbados control the mid- 
field and nearly helped 
the “Bajan Rockets” to 
a second goal, feed¬ 
ing Trisfan Parris who shot 
wide just before halftime. 
Williams set up chances 

i for Parris and Mario Harte 
in the second half, which 
also saw the Chad Ber- 
5 trand get the Dominican 
Republic's best opportuni¬ 
ties. He was able to get be¬ 
hind defender Barry Skeete 
with only goalkeeper Jason 
Boxill to beat in the 61st 
minute, but lost his footing. 
Nine minutes later Ber¬ 
trand set up Kelrick Wal¬ 
ter, who shot wide. 
“It’s definitely a start in the 
right direction. 

But we have two more 
games to play so we will 
take a look at the good 
and bad we did tonight,” 
Barbados coach Colin 
Forde said. □ 
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Sadness in Dutch Caribbean over slain US couple 



PHIUPSBURG, St. Maarten 
(AP) — Friends and rela¬ 
tives are gathering in St. 
Maarten for a memorial for 
an American husband and 
wife slain in their Dutch Ca¬ 


ribbean vacation home. 
The memorial comes as au¬ 
thorities in St. Maarten post¬ 
pone the first court appear¬ 
ance for a Jamaican man 
who has been detained 


in the killing of the couple, 
Michael and Thelma King 
of Mount Pleasant, South 
Carolina. 

Defense attorney Brenda 
Brooks says Meyshane 



An undated picture of Michael and Thelma King of Mount 
Pleasant, South Carolina, hangs inside Topper’s Restaurant in 
Simpson Bay, St. Maarten, Tuesday, Sept. 25, 2012. Prosecutors in 
St. Maarten announced that a Jamaican man is the lone suspect 
in the slayings of the South Carolina couple who were found last 
Friday murdered in their beachfront condominium on the tiny 
Dutch Caribbean territory. 

(AP Photo/Judy Fitzpatrick) 


Johnson will be arraigned 
Wednesday. 

-Brooks said Tuesday that 
the 28-year-old Johnson 
denies any involvement 
in the slaying of the Kings, 
who were found stabbed 
to death in their condomin¬ 


ium on Friday. 

Prosecutors said John¬ 
son, a security guard in St. 
Maarten, injured a police 
officer as he resisted arrest. 
Authorities have not dis¬ 
closed a possible motive in 
the attackO 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t's a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail. com 
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Green Bay Packers corner- 
backs Tramon Williams (38) 
and Charles Woodson (21) 
and safety M.D. Jennings (43) 
fight for possession of a jump 
ball with Seattle Seahawks 
wide receivers Charly Martin 
(14) and Golden Tate, right, 
in the final seconds of the 
fourth quarter of an NFL foot¬ 
ball game, Monday, Sept. 

24, 2012, in Seattle. Tate was 
ruled to have come down 
with the ball for a touchdown, 
and the Seahawks won 14-12. 

Replacement 
referee furor 
grows after wild 
Seattle win 

BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The furor 
over the work of replace¬ 
ment officials reached a 
fevered pitch during Week 
3 in the NFL, especially 
late Monday when Seattle 
beat Green Bay on a des¬ 
peration pass that many 
thought was an intercep¬ 
tion. 

Seahawks receiver Golden 
Tate was awarded a touch¬ 
down on the final play after 
a scrum on the ground in 
the end zone. Packers safe¬ 
ty M.D. Jennings appeared 
to catch the ball against his 
body, with Tate getting his 
arm around the ball. 

After a few seconds, one 
official indicated a stop¬ 
page of play, but another 
signaled touchdown for 
a conclusion former NFL 
coach Jon Gruden, work¬ 
ing the game on TV, called 
“tragic" and “comical.” 

Continued on Page 20 
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Asian Bistro 


Located at South Beach Centre | PaLm Beach 55, Aruba | Tel: 586 3888 j Fax: 586 8883 
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Azarenka, Sharapova advance 
at Pan Pacific Open 


JIM ARMSTRONG 
AP Sports Writer 
TOKYO (AP) — Top-ranked 
Victoria Azarenka eased 
into the third round of the 
Pan Pacific Open with a 
6-1, 6-1 win over Austria’s 
Tamira Paszek on Tuesday. 
Two-time champion Maria 
Sharapova had a tougher 
time subduing British quali¬ 
fier Heather Watson 6-7 (7), 
6-3, 6-4, while 2011 Wimble¬ 
don champion Petra Kvi- 
tova, the fourth-seeded 
player, was upset by Petra 
Martic of Croatia 6-4, 6-4. 
Other winners included 
Grand Slam champions Li 
Na and Sam Stosur, former 
No. 1 Caroline Wozniacki 
and Wimbledon finalist Ag¬ 
nieszka Radwanska. 
Azarenka played her first 
match since losing in the 
U.S. Open final to Serena 
Williams. 

“This was my first match af¬ 
ter a little break and that’s 
never easy,” she said. “But 
I was able to play some 
good tennis and I enjoyed 
it.” 

Next up will be Roberta Vin¬ 
ci of Italy, who beat quali¬ 
fier Pauline Parmentier of 
France 6-3, 6-1. 

Watson pushed Sharapo¬ 
va to three sets in their last 
match at the 2011 U.S. 
Open, and did it again by 
winning a marathon tie¬ 
breaker in the first set. 

“I was facing someone who 
had gone through the qua- 
lis and already played so I 
was definitely the rustier of 
the two," said Sharapova, 


who had 14 double-faults. 
“Overall, it was just one of 
those matches where you 
are glad to be through." 
The second-seeded 

Sharapova, who won in To¬ 
kyo in 2005 and 2009, took 
control of the third set when 
she broke Watson’s serve 
for 4-3. She sealed the win 
when Watson sent a fore¬ 


hand return long. 
Sharapova's next oppo¬ 
nent, Lucie Safarova of the 
Czech Republic, moved 
on when compatriot Klara 
Zakopalova was unable to 
play because of a left wrist 
injury. 

“She’s a tough player,” 
Sharapova said. “She had 
a break today with the 
walkover while I played 
three hours but hopefully 
that won't be a factor." 
Kvitova said she had trou¬ 


ble establishing her game 
against the hard-hitting 
Martic, who was playing her 
second tournament since 
recovering from a foot inju¬ 
ry at the French Open. This 
was the biggest win of her 
career. 

“Petra has really improved 
her forehand,” Kvitova said. 
“She hits it very hard down 


the line and crosscourt and 
in addition to her serve has 
a good slice which can be 
tough for players to han¬ 
dle.” Li defeated Anastasia 
Pavlyuchenkova of Rus¬ 
sia 7-5, 4-6, 6-2, and Stosur 
overcame Francesca Schi- 
avone 4-6, 6-2, 7-5. 
Wozniacki beat Slovakia’s 
Daniela Hantuchova 7-6 
(3), 6-1, while the third- 
seeded Radwanska de¬ 
feated Jelena Jankovic of 
Serbia 6-2, 7-5. 



Victoria Azarenka of Bulgaria returns a shot to Tamira Paszek of 
Austria during their second round match of the Japan Pan Pa¬ 
cific Open tennis tournament in Tokyo, Tuesday, Sept. 25, 2012. 
Azarenka won 6-1, 6-1. 

Associated Press 



This June 10,2012filephoto shows Rafael Nadal wiping hisfaceashe 
plays Serbia's Novak Djokovic during their men's final match in the 
French Open tennis tournament at Roland Garros stadium in Paris. 
Associated Press 

Nadal not sure when 
he’ll be back from injury 


LONDON (AP) — Rafael Nadal still has no timetable for 
his return from a knee injury, and the 11-time Grand Slam 
champion isn't sure if he’ll play the Australian Open in 
January. 

“All that is in my mind is to keep working hard to come 
back,” Nadal said in interviews with European newspa¬ 
pers Tuesday. “I cannot think about the future because 
it’s not like if you break your arm and you know you will 
have a few weeks like this, then a few weeks like that and 
then you are back.” 

The Spaniard hasn’t played since losing in the second 
round of Wimbledon in June to little-known Lukas Rosol. 
Nadal is recovering from a partially torn patella tendon in 
his left knee. 

“This is a day-by-day thing,” Nadal said. “I have checks 
every day to see how I’m improving. I can't predict what 
will happen." 

Nadal could miss the ATP World Tour Finals in London Nov. 
5-12 and Spain’s Davis Cup final against the Czech Re¬ 
public Nov. 16-18. 

As for the Australian Open, he was quoted in the Daily 
Mail as saying: “I hope you see me in Australia. That is the 
biggest goal for me, to come back just before then in Qa¬ 
tar, but I cannot say for sure it is going to happen. The only 
thing is to recover well. I want to be 100 percent when I 
come back.” 

Nadal said he played with anti-inflammatories to get 
through the French Open, which he won for a record sev¬ 
enth time, and took pain-killing injections at Wimbledon. 
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3 stars that don’t shine in the Ryder Cup 



USA’s Phil Mickelson, left to right, Keegan Bradley, Tiger Woods and captain Davis Love III have 
some fun as they post for a picture at the Ryder Cup PGA golf tournament Tuesday, Sept. 25, 2012, 
at the Medinah Country Club in Medinah, III. 


DOUG FERGUSON, 

AP Golf Writer 
MEDINAH, Illinois (AP) — No 
other trio of American golf¬ 
ers has qualified for more 
consecutive Ryder Cup 
teams than Tiger Woods, 
Phil Mickelson and Jim Fu- 
ryk. Collectively, they have 
won 146 official tourna¬ 
ments around the world, 
including 19 majors. That 
only makes their Ryder Cup 
record look all the more in¬ 
ferior. 

They have been the core 
of the U.S. team since 1997 
at Valderrama, where they 
combined for a 3-6-1 re¬ 
cord as the United States 
lost the cup. Perhaps it 
was a sign of what was 
to come. For all their indi¬ 
vidual achievement, none 
has a winning record in 
the Ryder Cup. They have 
been on six teams together 
— Woods missed in 2008 at 
Valhalla while recovering 
from knee surgery — and 
the only celebration they 
shared was that remark¬ 
able comeback at Brook¬ 
line. 

“I would have expected 
and definitely wished for a 
much better record than 
that,” Furyk said Tuesday. 

It leads to a question that 
brings to mind the chicken 
and the egg. 

Do they all have losing re¬ 
cords because they are 
playing on losing teams? 
Or does the U.S keep los¬ 
ing because this triumvirate 
has losing records? 

“I think it’s both,” Woods 
said Tuesday. “In order to 
win cups, you have to earn 
points. And we certainly 
have not earned points. 
And on top of that, Phil, Jim 
and myself have been put 
out there a lot during those 
years. So if we're not earn¬ 
ing points, it’s hard to win 
Ryder Cups that way.” 

So much has been expect¬ 


ed. So little has been deliv¬ 
ered. And they are running 
out of time to leave a last¬ 
ing impression. 

Furyk is 42 and has gone 
four of the last five PGA 
Tour seasons without win¬ 
ning, though the exception 
was in 2010 when he won 
three times and was voted 
player of the year. Even so, 
he had to rely on being a 
captain’s pick for the first 
time. Mickelson, also 42, has 
qualified for nine straight 
teams dating to 1995. He 
will set an American record 
for most Ryder Cups when 
the matches began Friday. 
Even so, he narrowly quali¬ 
fied for the team this year. 
They will be leaned on 
heavily again at Medinah 
as the U.S. tries to win back 
the cup. 

They Americans, dressed 
in navy blue shirts, headed 
out for the first full day of 
practice under warm sun¬ 
shine in the Chicago sub¬ 


urbs. They played fourball 
matches among the three 
groups, which was evi¬ 
dent when Bubba Watson 
and his pink-shafted driver 
drove through a dogleg on 
the 440-yard 11th hole and 
over the gallery’s head. He 
still played that shot (and 
they won the hole). 

U.S. captain Davis Love III 
finally showed his hand — 
and confirmed some obvi¬ 
ous pairings in mind — by 
sending out Woods and 
Steve Strieker, Mickelson 
and Keegan Bradley, Wat¬ 
son and Webb Simpson. 
Other pairings were Matt 
Kuchar and Dustin John¬ 
son, Jason Dufner and Zach 
Johnson, and Furyk and 
Brandt Snedeker. 

There were few surprises on 
the European side. 
European captain Jose 
Maria Olazabal had Ian 
Poulter, Justin Rose, Luke 
Donald and Lee Westwood 
in one group; Rory Mcllroy, 


Associated Press 

Graeme McDowell, Sergio 
Garcia and Paul Lawrie in 
another; and Mark Kaymer, 
Nicolas Colsaerts, Frances¬ 
co Molinari and Peter Han¬ 
son in a third. 

Furyk referred to Mcllroy as 
a “marked man" last week, 
and not many could argue. 
The 23-year-old from North¬ 
ern Ireland already is a two- 
time major champion, with 
both wins by eight shots. He 
has established himself as 
No. 1 in the world without 
debate, and has won three 
of his last six tournaments 
against the strongest field. 
For so many years. Woods 
was that guy on the U.S. 
team, and that's why his 
record gets so much at¬ 
tention. “I kind of liken it to 
playing premiership foot¬ 
ball, the biggest teams, the 
Manchester Uniteds, the 
Liverpools, the Chelseas, 
the Arsenals," McDowell 
said. “Any lesser team that 
comes to play these guys. 


they have a tendency to 
raise their game because 
it’s a huge game for an 
underdog to play a Tiger 
Woods. And they get up for 
it. They are not expected 
to win. When expectation 
levels drop, game tends 
to improve. I think a guy 
who plays Tiger Woods, or 
a player of that caliber, he 
doesn’t expect to win, so 
he lets it all go and he plays 
out of his skin and gets the 
upset.” 

Woods, despite his 86 wins 
and 14 majors, has never 
had a winning record in the 
Ryder Cup. He has com¬ 
bined to go 6-3-0 in his last 
two events to raise his ca¬ 
reer record to 13-14-2. Even 
at the height of his game, 
Europe would say that he 
could only win five points 
out of the 28 points up for 
grabs. 

Woods never came close 
to that, which helps explain 
why Europe has won six of 
the seven Ryder Cups in 
which he played. 
“Certainly, I am responsible 
for that because I didn’t 
earn the points that I was 
put out there for,” Woods 
said. “And that’s part of 
being a team. I needed 
to go get my points for my 
team, and I didn’t do that. 
Hopefully, I can do that 
this week. And hopefully, 
the other guys can do the 
same and we can get this 
thing rolling." 

Mickelson began his Ryder 
Cup career in 1995 at Oak 
Hill, where he went 3-0 and 
privately burned that he 
wasn’t used more often. 
That turned out to be the 
most points Mickelson con¬ 
tributed in a week. 

Their contributions are so 
noticeable that Mickelson 
and Furyk are tied for losing 
the most fourball matches 
(eight) among American 
players. 
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NFL upholds Seahawks’ disputed win over Packers 



Officials signal after Seattle Seahawks wide receiver Golden Tate pulled in a last-second pass for 
a touchdown from quarterback Russell Wilson to defeat the Green Bay Packers 14-12 in an NFL 
football game, Monday, Sept. 24, 2012, in Seattle. The touchdown call stood after review. 

Associated Press 


RACHEL COHEN 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The NFL 

conceded Tuesday that 
a bad call cost the Green 
Bay Packers the game 
while upholding the Seattle 
Seahawks’ victory. 

As coaches, players and 
fans — and even athletes 
in other sports — ripped 
the use of replacement 
refs, the league met with 
its locked-out officials Tues¬ 
day in an attempt to re¬ 
solve the impasse. 

Two people with knowl¬ 
edge of the talks told The 
Associated Press that the 
sides were meeting Tues¬ 
day. The people spoke on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause the discussions were 
not made public. The NFL 
said Seattle’s last-second 
touchdown pass Monday 
should not have been 
overturned — but acknowl¬ 
edged Seahawks receiver 
Golden Tate should have 
been called for offensive 
pass interference before 
the catch for a 14-12 vic¬ 
tory. The ire around foot¬ 
ball at the struggles of the 
replacements had been 
steadily building this sea¬ 
son, and it reached an 
apex Monday with what 


everybody had feared 
would happen: a highly 
questionable call deciding 
a game. 

On the final play of “Mon¬ 
day Night Football,” Rus¬ 
sell Wilson heaved a 24- 
yard pass into a scrum in 
the end zone with Seattle 
trailing 12-7. Tate shoved 
away a defender with 
both hands, and the NFL 
acknowledged Tuesday 
he should have been pe¬ 
nalized, which would have 
clinched a Packers vic¬ 


tory. But that cannot be 
reviewed by instant replay. 
Tate and Green Bay safety 
M.D. Jennings then both 
got their hands on the ball, 
though the Packers insisted 
Jennings had clear posses¬ 
sion for a game-ending in¬ 
terception. “It was pinned 
to my chest the whole 
time,” Jennings said. In¬ 
stead, the officials ruled on 
the field that the two had 
simultaneous possession, 
which counts as a recep¬ 
tion. Once that happened. 


the NFL said, the referee 
was correct that no indis¬ 
putable visual evidence ex¬ 
isted on review to overturn 
the touchdown call. “The 
NFL Officiating Department 
reviewed the video today 
and supports the decision 
not to overturn the on-field 
ruling following the instant 
replay review,” the league 
said in a statement. 

Saying there was no indis¬ 
putable evidence, though, 
is not the same as con¬ 
firming the initial call was 


correct. When the players 
came down with the ball, 
television showed one of¬ 
ficial standing over the pile 
ruling touchdown, while 
another next to him did not 
signal a score. 

On his weekly appearance 
on Seattle radio station 710 
KIRO-AM, Seahawks coach 
Pete Carroll made no apol¬ 
ogies Tuesday, saying, “The 
league backed it up and 
game over, we win.” 
“Golden makes an extraor¬ 
dinary effort. It’s a great 
protection: it's a great 
throw. It’s a great attempt 
at the ball and he wins the 
battle,” he said. “They were 
right on the point looking 
right at it, standing right 
over the thing and they 
reviewed it. Whether they 
missed the push or not — 
obviously they missed the 
push in the battle for the 
ball — but that stuff goes 
on all the time.” 

The NFL locked out the of¬ 
ficials in June after their 
contract expired. Unable 
to reach a new collective 
bargaining agreement, 
the league opened the 
season with replacements, 
most with experience 
only in lower levels of col¬ 
lege football.Q 



New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick, left, looks on 
during the first half of an NFL football game against the Baltimore 
Ravens in Baltimore, Sunday, Sept. 23, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Referee furor 

Continued from Page 17 

Tate clearly shoved cor- 
nerback Sam Shields to the 
ground on the play, but as 
Gruden noted, offensive 
pass interference almost 
never is called on despera¬ 
tion passes. 

“Very hard to swallow,” 
Packers coach Mike Mc¬ 
Carthy said. “I have never 
seen anything like that in 
my time infootball." 

This was one day after New 
England coach Bill Belichick 
was confused about a de¬ 
cisive field goal he thought 
was off-target and Detroit’s 
Jim Schwartz couldn’t un¬ 
derstand a 27-yard penalty 
walk-off for unnecessary 
roughness. 

“These games are a joke,” 
Hall of Fame quarterback 
Troy Aikman tweeted. 

The officials have been 
locked out since June, 
when they and the league 
couldn’t agree on a new 


collective bargaining 
agreement. In the officials’ 
absence, replacement 
refs were brought in from 
lower college levels or from 
other leagues such as Are¬ 
na Football. 

The league and the of¬ 
ficials’ union met on Sun¬ 
day without making any 
progress. The players’ union 
also called on the 32 team 
owners to end the lockout 
because it is compromising 
the integrity of the game. 
Packers guard T.J. Lang 
tweeted that they were 
robbed “by the refs. Thanks 
NFL.” 

In Sunday’s Baltimore-New 
England game, aggro fol¬ 
lowed even insignificant 
plays. One TV analyst called 
it the substitute-teacher 
syndrome: See how much 
you can get away with be¬ 
fore the real thing returns. 
“Nature says for us that 
we're going to go out 
there and push the limit re¬ 
gardless,” Minnesota line¬ 


backer Chad Greenway 
said. “If they're calling a 
game tight, if they're call¬ 
ing a game loose, it’s go¬ 
ing to be pushed to the 
limit. You are pushing it to 
the brink. If things are go¬ 
ing to be called easier, and 
in some situations I feel like 
they’ve been less lenient, 
too, you've just got to play 


and see how (it's being 
called).” 

Denver coach John Fox 
was fined $30,000 and de¬ 
fensive coordinator Jack 
Del Rio $25,000 on Mon¬ 
day for verbal abuse of 
the officials during a game 
against Atlanta last week. 
More fines are likely for 
Belichick and Washington 


offensive coordinator Kyle 
Shanahan, and perhaps for 
others. 

Fox and Del Rio were hit 
for their sideline histrionics, 
particularly when Fox was 
told he couldn't challenge 
a call of 12 men on the field 
— he was correct that he 
could challenge, although 
replays showed Denver 
was guilty. 

Before grabbing the arm 
of an official, Belichick 
wanted to know why Jus¬ 
tin Tucker's field goal was 
called good in Baltimore's 
31-30 victory on Sunday. He 
couldn’t tell from his angle 
on the sideline, he said. 

“So when the game was 
over, I went out and I was 
really looking for an expla¬ 
nation from the officials as 
to whether the play was un¬ 
der review,” he said, “and I 
did try to get the official's 
attention as he was com¬ 
ing off the field to ask that, 
but I really wasn’t able to 
do that."Q 
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AL Capsules 

Yankees power past Twins 6-3, extend AL East lead 



New York Yankees pitcher Andy Pettitte throws against the Minnesota Twins in the first inning of a 
baseball game, Monday, Sept. 24, 2012, in Minneapolis. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Andy 
Pettitte turned in another 
ageless performance by 
pitching six scoreless innings 
and the New York Yankees 
hit four home runs to beat 
the Minnesota Twins 6-3 
Monday night and extend 
their AL East lead. 

The Yankees took a 114- 
game edge over Baltimore, 
which split a doubleheader 
with Toronto. This is the first 
time since Sept. 2 their mar¬ 
gin has been more than 
one game. 

Curtis Granderson hit his 
40th home run and Nick 
Swisher, Raul Ibanez and 
Eric Chavez also homered 
as New York won for the 
10th time in 12 games. 
Pettitte (5-3) hasn't given 
up a run in 11 innings since 
rejoining the rotation last 
week. 

Swisher’s two-out, two-run 
shot in the first inning off 
Liam Hendriks (1-8) made it 
3-0. 

ORIOLES 4, BLUE JAYS 1, 1ST 
GAME 

BLUE JAYS 9, ORIOLES 5, 
2ND GAME 

BALTIMORE (AP) — J.P. 
Arencibia broke open a 
tight game with a seventh¬ 
inning grand slam, and the 
Toronto Blue Jays beat Bal¬ 
timore to earn a double- 
header split and drop the 
Orioles 1V 2 games out of first 
place in the AL East. 

In the opener, Adam Jones 
went 4 for 4 with a homer to 
lead Baltimore. But the Ori¬ 
oles lost a half-game in the 
standings to the New York 
Yankees, who won 6-3 at 
Minnesota. 

Arencibia, who came into 
the game mired in a 2-for- 
36 slump, had three hits 
and five RBIs. Edwin Encar- 


nacion hit his 41 st home run 
as Toronto ended a seven- 
game skid. 

Ricky Romero (9-14) al¬ 
lowed four runs, eight hits 
and four walks in five-plus 
innings, yet stopped a 13- 
game losing streak over 15 
starts since June 22. 

Wei-Yin Chen (12-10) took 
the loss. 

In the first game, rookie 
Steve Johnson (4-0) al¬ 
lowed three hits over five 
shutout innings to lower his 
ERA to 1.62. Jim Johnson, 
the fifth Baltimore pitcher, 
worked the ninth for his ma¬ 
jor league-best 48th save in 
51 opportunities. 

RANGERS 5, ATHLETICS 4 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 
Adrian Beltre singled home 
the winning run in the ninth 
inning and the Texas Rang¬ 
ers rallied past Oakland, 
stretching their AL West 
lead over the Athletics to 
five games with nine to 
play. 

The Athletics’ lead for the 
second AL wild-card slot 
was cut to two games over 
the idle Los Angeles Angels. 
Oakland has lost six of eight. 
Beltre, whose 35th homer 
tied the score in the sev¬ 
enth, grounded a sharp 
single through the middle 
of the infield off Tyson Ross 
(2-11) in the ninth, bringing 
home pinch-runner Craig 
Gentry. The Rangers got the 
inning started with consec¬ 
utive singles by Mitch More¬ 
land and Ian Kinsler before 
Elvis Andrus’ sacrifice bunt. 
Josh Hamilton, who had al¬ 
ready hit his major league- 
best 43rd homer after miss¬ 
ing the previous five games 
with a cornea issue, was in¬ 
tentionally walked to load 
the bases. 

Joe Nathan (3-4) got the 


win. 

WHITE SOX 5, INDIANS 4 
CHICAGO (AP) — Adam 
Dunn homered twice, in¬ 
cluding a clutch three-run 


shot in the eighth inning, 
and the Chicago White Sox 
beat Cleveland to main¬ 
tain their one-game lead in 
the AL Central. 


Chicago snapped a five- 
game losing streak and 
stayed in front of second- 
place Detroit, which beat 
Kansas City 6-2. 



Appetizer 

Stuffed Avocado 
Escargots Bourguignon 
Fruits of the Seven Sea 
Choice of Soup 

Entrees: 

Breaded Grouper 
topped with Coconut Shrimps 
served with rice and vegetables 

Land & Sea 

Chicken Breast, Steak & Shrimps 
with rice and vegetables 

Breaded Chicken Breast 

Served with Mushroom sauce, 
topped with cheese 
served with vegetables and 
stuffed potato 


Twin Tenderloin or 
Chicken Parmesan 

Served on a bed of 
Linguini Pasta 

Desert & Coffee ■ 
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Life’s Pauses - Peri, Andro and Meno 

By: Dr. Carlos Viana 


Medically, meno¬ 
pause is defined as: when 
you have not had a men¬ 
struation in a year. In fact. 
Menopause is really the end 
of a long, slow process called 
perimenopause, marked by 
changes in a woman’s body. 
Menopause is a normal part 
of a woman’s life, just like pu¬ 
berty. A woman’s ovaries in 
her mid-30 begin to change 
how much estrogen and 
progesterone they produce. 
These two female hormones 
are both important for nor¬ 
mal menstrual cycles and 
successful pregnancy. 

In our clinic, when 
I inform women between 
35 and 50years old that the 
symptoms they are feeling, 
which seem to be Premen¬ 
strual Syndrome (PMS) are 
actually “Pre” or Peri-meno¬ 
pause symptoms. Many 
women remark that since 
they are not over fifty, this 
cannot be! Although, the 
current average age of 
menopause is about 52. The 
age span is usually from 45 
to 55. However, symptoms of 
the body’s changes during 
perimenopause can begin 
in the late 30”s and last up to 
thirteen years! 

Statistics indicate 
that approximately one in 
a hundred women goes 
through menopause at age 
40 or younger. Early meno¬ 
pause can occur as a result 
of surgery, for example, when 
a woman has a hysterec¬ 
tomy or uterine removal with 
ovarian removal. According 
to some experts, early meno¬ 
pause can also be caused 
by various factors, such as 
an autoimmune disorder 
related to poor nutrition or 
chronic stress resulting in the 
production of anti-ovarian 


antibodies. 

Menopausal symp¬ 
toms include hot flashes, 
mood swings, heart palpi¬ 
tations, insomnia, anxiety, 
depression, weight gain, de¬ 
cline in skin quality, muscle 
loss, low or lost libido and 
inability to concentrate. Be¬ 
coming less able to handle 
daily tasks for women, who 
are masters at juggling or 
multi-tasking, may come as 
a surprise and cause feel¬ 
ings of inadequacy or frus¬ 
tration. Although bewil¬ 
dered husbands, children 
and a society that thrives 
on youth seem to believe all 
menopausal women expe¬ 
rience symptoms for years 
on end, research indicates 
that 15 percent of women 
are symptom-free at meno¬ 
pause. Medical research¬ 
ers have documented that 
while some women simply 
stop menstruating and have 
no symptoms whatsoever, 
85 percent will experience 
some degree of hot flashes. 
As a medical anthropologist, 

I can tell you some cultures, 
such as traditional Navahos, 
exhibited and reported few 
symptoms of menopause. 
Moreover, socioeconomic 
status was strongly correlat¬ 
ed to menopausal women’s 
experience of symptoms. 
Women in higher income 
brackets showed an elevat¬ 
ed rate of symptoms. This 
study indicates that psycho¬ 
logical factors, rather than 
physical ones, may strongly 
determine menopausal 
symptoms. Belief systems, 
feelings and attitude can 
go a long in affecting many 
health concerns. 

Major factors influ¬ 
encing a woman’s emo¬ 
tional and physical passage 


through the change of life 
include: personal health and 
childbearing history, health 
of her female ancestors and 
living female relatives, past 
and present dietary habits, 
past and present tobacco 
and alcohol use, medica¬ 
tions, exercise, life style, stress 
and self-esteem. Another 
very influential factor is the 
amount of circulating glu¬ 
cose and insulin in the blood 
stream. 

Many women have 
been led to believe that 
there is a cure for meno¬ 
pause by using estrogen or 
other forms of hormone re¬ 
placement therapy (HRT). 
New medical findings have 
proven that synthetic hor¬ 
mone replacement may 
do women more harm than 
good. Younger women using 
synthetic birth control pills, 
patches or injections are us¬ 
ing a form of HRT. This can 
be a big factor affecting 
women of perimenopausal 
age. In our clinic, we try to 
get all women off synthetic, 
artificial hormone changing 
birth control. We recom¬ 
mend using safer methods 
to keep track of their fertility 
status together with natural 
family planning and hor¬ 
mone balancing. A simple to 
use at home “fertility scope” 
can be effective in keeping 
track of a perimenopausal 
woman’s changing cycles. 
Herbs such as Dong Quai, 
Red Chestnut, Rhodiola, DG- 
Licorice and Kudzu have 
long been known for meno¬ 
pausal and perimenopausal 
support as well as B vitamins. 
Since women’s hormone lev¬ 
els vary greatly, natural alter¬ 
natives work best when used 
under professional guidance. 
Some women should not use 



estrogen. Some need DHEA 
or testosterone, a hormone 
found in men, as well. Hor¬ 
mone levels can fluctuate 
greatly during menopause 
and women may need test 
their hormone levels and ad¬ 
just their hormone therapy 
throughout the change. Ac¬ 
curate, comprehensive tests 
are available from laborato¬ 
ries specializing in hormones 
using saliva or blood spot 
rather than a tube of blood. 
Specialty hormone testing 
is not only for menopausal 
women, but should begin in 
“pre” or peri-menopause. 
And, let’s talk about the 
men. Men’s hormone levels 
also change with age. This 
is known as andropause. All 
men over 50 need to check 
not only prostate, but also 
hormone levels. Testoster¬ 
one can diminish even in 
younger men and women. 
Testosterone is responsible 
for muscle strength, beauti¬ 
ful hair and a healthy libido. 

Get The Point! Ag¬ 
ing and menopause are 
natural, not diseases, so a 
“cure” is unnecessary. Only 
with factual information 
can we begin to manage 
normal changes in our bod¬ 
ies. Having symptoms? Acu¬ 
puncture and Chinese herbs 
have been used for more 


than 5,000 years to help re¬ 
juvenate the body and treat 
menopausal symptoms. 
Acupuncture can help ease 
symptoms such as insomnia, 
night sweats, mood swings 
and stress. A diet designed 
for the individual, including 
dietary supplements and na¬ 
ture’s herbs can make your 
transition easier. Counseling 
can bring a positive change 
in attitude. With informa¬ 
tion and guidance, men 
and women can journey 
through these life’s changes 
with healthy “pauses” for re¬ 
balancing and enjoyment. 
Call us for a guided journey. 
GUILT FREE FRIDAY: “Cook¬ 
ing Healthy with Amy” 28 
September, Sprit of Aruba in 
Eagle, 5:30-9:00pm, call for 
reservations! 

CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 
an Oriental Medical Doc¬ 
tor (O.M.D.) having studied 
in China; a US Board Cert. 
Clinical Nutritionist (C.C.N.), 
an Addiction Professional 
(C.Ad.), Chairperson of the 
Latin American Committee 
of the International Acad¬ 
emy of Oral Medicine and 
Toxicology (IAOMT), a Reju¬ 
venating Cell Therapist spe¬ 
cializing in Age Manage¬ 
ment, has a weekly radio 
program, writes and lectures 
extensively. For information: 
VIANA HEALING CENTER, 
Kibaima 7, St Cruz TEL: 585- 
1270 Web Site: www.viana- 
heal.com 

Dr. Viana’s NEW BOOK: Pre¬ 
scriptions from Paradise, 
Introduction to Biocompat¬ 

ible Medicine - Available at 
local Bookstores, Hotel Gift 
shops and Boticas. Signed 
copies at Viana Healing 
Center, EBook on www.am¬ 
azon.com , check for Events 
at: facebook.com/viana- 

healingcenter 



HE A LING CENTER 
nil}?At *Food & Chemical Sensitivity Testing 
* Specialized Hormone Testing 


Looking for RELIEF? TEL: 585-1270 

Pain & Inflammation - Sleep - Stress - Allergies - Stomach Problems, PMS, 
Menopause, Chronic colds & flu - Fertility, natural Pregnancy, Post-partum - Addiction 
(Alcohol, street & legal Drugs, Gambling, Sex, WEIGHT Control - AGE Management 


M-Sat at Kibaima 7 

(St. Cruz, opposite the Drive-in) 


(c*- lAcrt- 


www.vianaheal.com 

vianaheal@gmail.com Dr. Carlos Viana 

Oriental Meclicine, Clinical Nutrition, Colon Hydro Therapy 


— 


1 Vi 


• 4’ 


Fri, 28 Sept - FL 250.00pp Includes 

* Cooking Lesson All HEALTHY ingredients 
*Nutrition explanation with Dr. Viana 
* Sit-down Dinner 

*Food & Wine Paring by Romar Trading 
*FREE Whole Grain Chart & other gifts! 

* Amy’s take-home recipes 

All languages - Reserve NOW - 747-6308 


PARADISE has arrived! 



Available at local 
Bookstores & Gift shops 

Paperback & EBook on ?Pn?iWl 
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California governor signs driverless cars bill 



California Gov. Edmund G Brown Jr., front left, rides in a driverless 
car to a bill signing at Google headquarters in Mountain View, 
Calif., Tuesday, Sept. 25, 2012. 

Associated Press 


MOUNTAIN VIEW, California 
(AP) — California’s gover¬ 
nor signed legislation Tues¬ 
day that will pave the way 
for driverless cars in the 
state. 

The bill by Democratic Sen. 
Alex Padilla will establish 
safety and performance 
regulations to test and op¬ 
erate autonomous vehicles 


on state roads and high¬ 
ways. 

Gov. Jerry Brown signed 
it at the Mountain View 
headquarters of Google 
Inc., which has been de¬ 
veloping autonomous 
car technology and lobby¬ 
ing for the regulations. 
Self-driving cars might 
sound like science fiction. 


but they are already cruis¬ 
ing California’s roads and 
could become sold com¬ 
mercially within the next 
decade. 

Google's fleet of a dozen 
computer-controlled ve¬ 
hicles — mostly Toyota 
Priuses equipped with self- 
drivingtechnology — has 
logged more than 300,000 
miles of self-driving without 
an accident, the company 
said. 

Autonomous cars use 
computers, sensors and 
other technology to oper¬ 
ate independently, but a 
“driver" can override the 
autopilot function and take 
control of the vehicle at 
any time. 

With smartphone-wielding 
drivers more distracted 
than ever, backers say ro¬ 
botic vehicles have the po¬ 
tential to make roads sig¬ 
nificantly safer, noting that 
nearly all car accidents are 
a result of human error. 

The legislation requires the 
California Department of 
Motor Vehicles to draft reg¬ 
ulations for autonomous 
vehicles by Jan. 1, 2015. 
Currently, state law doesn’t 
mention self-driving cars 
because the technology is 
so new. 

The regulations would al¬ 
low vehicles to operate au¬ 
tonomously, but a licensed 
driver would still need to sit 
behind the wheel to serve 
as a backup operator in 
case of emergency. 

The legislation is also aimed 
at keeping California at 
the forefront of the auton¬ 
omous car industry since 
Stanford University and 
Silicon Valley companies 
have been working on 
the technology for years. 

In February, Nevada be¬ 


came the first U.S. state to 
approve regulations spell¬ 
ing out requirements for 
companies to test driverless 
cars on that state's roads. 

In recent years, automakers 
have been introducing au¬ 


tonomous functions such as 
self-parking, lane departure 
warnings and adaptive 
cruise-control, which allows 
vehicles to automatically 
accelerate and deceler¬ 
ate with the flow of traffic. 


Tesla unveils faster electric 
car charging station 

HAWTHORNE, California (AP) —Tesla Motors Inc. unveiled 
a solar-powered charging station that it said will make 
refueling electric vehicles on long trips about as fast as 
stopping for gas and a bathroom break in a conventional 
car. 

CEO Elon Musk said at a news conference Monday 
at Tesla’s design studio that the company’s roadside 
Supercharger has been installed at six highway rest stops 
in California. 

The innovation is “the answer to the three major problems 
that are holding back electrical vehicles, or at least 
people think are holding back electrical vehicles,” Musk 
said before a curtain was lifted from a giant model of one 
of the devices. “One is this question of being able to drive 
long distances conveniently." 

The free stations are designed to fully charge Tesla’s 
new Model S sedan in about an hour, and a half-hour- 
long charge can produce enough energy for a 150-mile 
(240-kilometer) trip, he said. 

The first six, which were developed and deployed in 
secret, are in Barstow, Hawthorne, Lebec, Coalinga, 
Gilroy and Folsom. Tesla spokeswoman Christina Ra said 
they are open only to company employees, but would be 
available to the public in early October. 

Musk said his Palo Alto-based company planned to have 
more stations running throughout California and in parts 
of Nevada and Oregon by the end of the year, and 
expected to blanket “almost the entire United States” 
within two years. 

Tesla unveiled the Model S, its first mass-market vehicle, in 
June. The base model sells for $49,900 after a federal tax 
credit. 

Along with persuading consumers that electric vehicles are 
practical, the charging stations were developed with an 
eye toward alleviating doubts about their environmental 
effects. Musk said the solar-powered stations in California 
would produce more clean energy than is needed to 
keep cars running. 


Barnes&Nobletointroduce 
Nook Video service 

NEW YORK (AP) — Barnes & Noble Inc. says it will launch a 
video service this fall that lets users buy and watch movies 
and TV shows on their mobile devices and televisions. 

The New York-based company says users of Nook Video 
will be able to shop an extensive collection of movies and 
shows from major studios including HBO, Sony Pictures, 
Viacom and Warner Brothers. The move into video puts 
Barnes & Noble more directly into competition with other 
online video providers, including Amazon.com and Apple 
Inc. 

Users will be able to download videos and view them on 
Barnes & Noble’s Nook tablets and other devices with the 
Nook Video app, which the company plans to launch 
soon. 

A company representative said in an emailed statement 
that prices for movies and shows have not been 
determined but that they will be competitive with other 
leading services. There are no plans for an unlimited 
streaming service similar to Netflix Inc. 

Barnes & Noble, the largest traditional U.S. bookseller, is 
facing tough competition from online retailers such as 
Amazon.com, which sells the Kindle tables and e-readers, 
as consumers increasingly move away from traditional 
books in favor of electronic books, and from DVDs to 
streaming video. 
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After Fed official’s dour comments, Dow sheds 100 


MATTHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A quiet 
day on Wall Street turned 
into the worst sell-off in three 
months after a Federal 
Reserve official said he 
doubted the bank’s effort 
to boost economic growth 
would work. 

Charles Plosser, president 
of the Fed’s Philadelphia 
branch, told an audience 
Tuesday that the Fed’s 
effort to support the 
economy would likely fall 
short of its goals. 

And if the Fed looks 
ineffective, it could 
undermine future Fed 
action. 

The speech probably 
startled some investors who 
had faith in the Fed’s latest 
plan, said Jack Ablin, chief 
investment officer Harris 
Private Bank. 

The plan includes buying 
$40 billion in mortgage 
bonds each month until 
the economy improves. 
“So many investors have 
bought into the illusion," he 
said. “And it was like Plosser 
pulled up the curtain on 
the Wizard of Oz.” The 
Standard & Poor’s 500 


In this photo provided by the New York Stock Exchange Euronext, 
Former British Prime Minister and current United Nations Special 
Envoy for Global Education, Gordon Brown and his wife Sarah 
Brown, who is the founding Chair of the Global Business Coali¬ 
tion for Education, tour the trading floor at the New York Stock 
Exchange Euronext, Tuesday, Sept. 25, 2012 in New York. 

(AP Photo/NYSE Euronext, Valerie Caviness) 


index lost 15.30 points, its 
fourth straight decline, to 
close at 1,441.59. The 1.05 
percent drop was the worst 
for the S&P since June 25. 
The Dow Jones industrial 
average lost 101.37 points 
to close at 13,457.55. 
Caterpillar tugged the Dow 
down, losing 4 percent. 
The world’s largest maker 
of bulldozers and other 


heavy equipment said 
late Monday that slower 
economic growth around 
the world dampened its 
earnings forecast. Its stock 
sank $3.86 to $87.01. 

Stocks enjoyed one of 
their biggest rallies of the 
year Sept. 6 after Mario 


Draghi, the president of 
the European Central 
Bank, laid out a plan to 
buy unlimited amounts 
of government bonds to 
lower borrowing costs for 
Europe's debt-burdened 
countries. A week later. 
Fed Chairman Ben 
Bernanke announced 
the central bank's open- 
ended mortgage bond¬ 
buying program and 
pledged to hold interest 
rates at super-low levels 
into 2015. 

The S&P set a four-year 
closing high of 1,465 
the next day. Sept. 14, 
but has drifted lower 
since and fallen back 
almost to where it was 
before Bernanke's 

announcement. 

On Tuesday, a batch of 
encouraging economic 
reports gave the stock 
market a nudge in 
morning trading. House 
prices rose in major 
cities for a third straight 
month, and a gauge of 
consumer confidence 
came in surprisingly high. 


More surprising than those 
two economic reports was 
the Richmond Federal 
Reserve’s strong reading 
on regional manufacturing, 
a recent trouble spot, said 
Phil Orlando, chief equity 
strategist at Federated 
Investors. 

“Look at that. There were 
three data points on the 
economy and we crushed 
them,” said Phil Orlando, 
chief equity strategist at 
Federated Investors. 

But sagging profits could 
drag on the stock market in 
the coming weeks, Orlando 
said. Caterpillar joined 
a growing collection of 
companies have lowered 
their earnings forecasts. 
FedEx, a bellwether of world 
trade, said that shipping has 
sunk to recession-like levels. 
Railroad giant Norfolk 
Southern has also warned 
that falling shipments and 
sinking coal prices will likely 
drag down its earnings. 

Wall Street analysts now 
estimate that corporate 
profits will sink this quarter 
from a year earlier. Q 


Staples to speed up closure of 


15 stores in US, 45 stores in EU 


FRAMINGHAM, Massachu¬ 
setts (AP)—Staples is speed¬ 
ing up the closure of about 
15 of its U.S. stores and plans 
to close 45 stores and some 
delivery businesses in Eu¬ 
rope. 

The office products com¬ 
pany also says it will invest 
more in its online and mo¬ 
bile efforts and will expand 
the product assortment that 
it offers to its business cus¬ 
tomers. 

Staples Inc. said Tuesday 
that these moves and other 
actions are part of a strate¬ 
gic plan to better serve cus¬ 
tomers’ needs and acceler¬ 
ate growth. 

Staples is trying to adapt 
to the evolving needs of ifs 
customers. 

Last month the company 
reported that its second- 
quarter net income fell as 
sales of computers, soft¬ 
ware, and basic office sup¬ 
plies softened. Computer 
sales have been pressured 
by the introduction to many 
offices of the computer tab- 



A Staples office supply store 
in Miami. Staples is speed¬ 
ing up the closure of about 
15 of its U.S. stores and plans 
to close 45 stores and some 
delivery businesses in Eu¬ 
rope. The office products 
company also said Tuesday, 
Sept. 25, 2012, it will invest 
more in its online and mobile 
efforts and will expand the 
product assortment that it of¬ 
fers to its business customers. 

(AP Photo/ Lynne Sladky) 

let and other mobile de¬ 
vices. Traffic is also down 
at Staples' stores and Eu¬ 
rope continues to be a 


weak spot. 

The chain expects the U.S. 
store closings will result in a 
charge of about $35 million 
in the fourth quarter. For 
fiscal 2012, it anticipates 
about 30 U.S. store closings. 
Staples also expects 30 
stores will be scaled down 
and stores being relocat¬ 
ed. 

In Europe, the store closures 
are expected to occur be¬ 
fore the end of fiscal 2012, 
the company said without 
naming any countries. Sta¬ 
ples has also tapped John 
Wilson to serve as president 
of Staples Europe. Wilson 
succeeds Rob Vale, who is 
retiring. 

The retailer says its U.S. re¬ 
tail and online businesses 
will now be run by Demos 
Parneros. Joe Doody will 
continue to lead the North 
American contract and 
Quill.com businesses, and 
will assume leadership of 
supply chain and customer 
service operations in North 
America. □ 
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Bavaria 

German Restaurant 

Palm Beach 186, naxt to Wondy's 

Phone 736 4007 
tafe^feavaria-arufra,toni 



H8ME STYLE COOKING 
AND DELICIOUS 6EIMAH BEER! 

Fresh salads, tasty soups, 
pork, beef and chicken 
specialties. Grouper fillet, 

Kids menu and more.... 


OPEN MON. - SAT. FROM 5PM, SUNDAY CLOSED! 


Home prices 
rose in July in 
20 US cities 


Reaching a 7-month high: 

U.S. consumer confidence jumps 


CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Home prices kept rising 
in July across the United 
States, buoyed by greater 
sales and fewer foreclo¬ 
sures. National home pric¬ 
es increased 1.2 percent 
in July, compared to the 
same month last year, ac¬ 
cording to the Standard & 
Poor’s/Case Shiller index re¬ 
leased Tuesday. That’s the 
second straight year-over- 
year gain after two years 
without one. 

The report also says prices 
rose in July from June in all 
20 cities tracked by the in¬ 
dex. That’s the third straight 
month in which prices rose 
in every city. 

Steady price increases and 
record-low mortgage rates 
are helping drive a housing 
recovery. In the 12 months 
ending in July, prices have 
risen in 16 of 20 cities. In 
Phoenix, one of the cities 
hardest hit by the housing 
bust, prices are up 16.6 per¬ 
cent in that stretch. Prices 
in Minneapolis and De¬ 
troit have risen more than 
6 percent. “We are more 
optimistic about housing,” 
David Blitzer, chairman of 
the S&P’s index committee. 
“Stronger housing numbers 
are a positive factor for 
other measures, including 
consumer confidence.” 
Prices fell from a year ear¬ 
lier in Atlanta, Chicago, 
New York and Las Vegas. 
The S&P/Case-Shiller index 
covers roughly half of U.S. 
homes. It measures prices 
compared with those in 
January 2000 and creates 
a three-month moving av¬ 
erage. The July figures are 
the latest available. □ 


BY ANNE D'INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ameri¬ 
cans' confidence in the 
economy jumped this 
month to the highest level 
since February, bolstered 
by a brighter outlook for 
overall business conditions 
and hiring. The Conference 
Board said Tuesday that its 
Consumer Confidence In¬ 
dex rose to 70.3. That’s up 
from 61.3 in August, which 
was revised higher. And it’s 
the highest reading since 
February, when employers 
added 259,000 jobs and 
many thought the recov¬ 
ery was strengthening. The 
survey is watched closely 
because consumer spend¬ 
ing drives nearly 70 per¬ 
cent of economic activity. 
The reading is still below 
90, a level that indicates a 
healthy economy. The in¬ 
dex hasn't been that high 
since December 2007. 
Consumer confidence has 
fluctuated sharply this year. 
It has fallen five times in the 
past nine months, hitting a 
low for the year in August. 
The latest increase could 
be a positive sign for Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama, who 
is facing re-election at a 
time when the economy is 
the top issue on most vot¬ 
ers' minds. 


The survey showed con¬ 
sumers were more opti¬ 
mistic about the current 


availability of jobs and their 
outlook over the next six 
months. Their confidence 
in the job market is higher, 
even though employers 
added just 96,000 jobs in 
August — too few to keep 
up with population growth. 
And consumers' expecta¬ 
tions for future growth over 
the next six months surged. 
“This has recouped the 
ground we lost. Consumers 
see the economy moving 
ahead,” said Lynn Franco, 
director of economic indi¬ 
cators at The Conference 
Board. But she cautioned 
that the index is volatile. 


Some economists also 
question whether the high¬ 
er level of confidence is 



In this Monday, Sept. 24, 2012, photo, shoppers walk by stores at 
the Loop in Methuen, Mass. U.S. consumer confidence jumped 
this month to the highest level since February, bolstered by a 
brighter hiring outlook. The Conference Board said Tuesday, 
Sept. 25, 2012, that its Consumer Confidence Index rose to 70.3. 
That’s up from 61.3 in August, which was revised higher. And it's 
the highest reading since February, when the economy added 
259,000 jobs. 

(AP Photo/Elise Amendola) 


New York Times Co. to sell 
lndeed.com for $100M 


NEW YORK (AP) — The New 

York Times Co. says it is sell¬ 
ing its interest in job listing 
website lndeed.com and 
expects to book a $100 mil¬ 
lion profit in the fourth quar¬ 
ter. 

The company announced 
the sale to Recruit Co. Ltd., 


a leading job information 
company in Japan, in a se¬ 
curities filing on Tuesday. 
The move comes a day 
after the Times said it had 
closed its sale of The About 
Group to Barry Diller’s IAC/ 
InterActiveCorp for $300 
million. □ 


sustainable. They’ve seen 
the index spike briefly since 
the Great Recession end¬ 
ed. Some say confidence 
could be affected by neg¬ 
ative campaign ads that 
focus on the economy. 
Mark Vitner, a senior econ¬ 
omist at Wells Fargo, said 
former President Bill Clinton 
may have helped boost 
confidence in September 
with his Sept. 5 speech at 
the Democratic National 
Convention. 

Clinton “rekindled memo¬ 
ries of better economic 
times" and assured voters 
that the U.S. economy was 
on the right track, Vitner 
said. □ 
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Mother Goose & Grimm 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 9/26 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved 
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ACROSS 

1 Under the 
weather 

4 Sweet goo on 
cinnamon rolls 

9 Pitfall 

13 Jib or 
spinnaker 

15 Lowest point 

16 Main character 
in a story 

17 Sequoia or 
oak 

18 Country estate 

19 Freeway exit 

20 Denim pants 

22 Everybody 

all other people 

23 Fuss & bother 

24 Pod vegetable 

26 Pineapple 

down cake 

29 Immature 

34 Manicurist’s 
focus 

35 Express 
gratitude to 

36 Fraternity letter 

37 Hostels 

38 Object; article 

39 Songwriter and 
pianist Billy _ 

40 Facial twitch 

41 Sound of a 
hard slap 

42 _ up; in a row 

43 Best-case 
finest outcome 

45 Unwanted 
nasal growths 

46 Small bill 

47 First king of 
Israel 

48 Grouch 

51 Declaration; 
claim 

56 “The Buckeye 
State” 

57 Contaminate 

58 Some of Keats’ 
poems 

60 Late _ Foxx 

61 Clear the slate 

62 Pleasant 

63 Simple 

64 Appointed 

65 _ out a living; 
get by 


DOWN 

1 Art or sex suffix 

2 Cooking fat 

3 In _ of; as a 
substitute for 

4 Overrun 

5 Egypt’s capital 

6 Not working 

7 Longest river 

8 Clutching 

9 Needle & 
sewer’s items 

10 Genuine 

11 Weapons 

12 Vatican leader 
14 Soup staple 
21 Deities 

25 BPOE member 

26 College credits 

27 Extreme fright 

28 From that time 

29 One of the 
Marx Brothers 

30 Slugger Aaron 

31 Odd 
coincidence 

32 Flock member 

33 _ up; delays 
35 Bangkok native 


38 Use scare 
tactics 

39 Immeasurably 
large number 

41 Pale 

42 Oaf 

44 Nary a soul 

45 Said goodbye 
47 In a _; sort of 


49 TV’s Perlman 

50 Lends a hand 

52 Poet Teasdale 

53 “Anna and the 
King of 

54 “Garfield” dog 

55 Scarf’s place 
59 Look at 
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After safe landing, risk on the runway still exists 


JAD MOUAWAD 
© 2012 New York Times 
Southwest Airways Flight 
844 from Minneapolis had 
just landed at Chicago’s 
Midway International Air¬ 
port in December and was 
about to cross a runway 
on its way to the terminal 
when the co-pilot noticed 
a business jet barreling to¬ 
ward them. He shouted for 
the captain to stop. 

The plane, carrying 74 pas¬ 
sengers, screeched to a 
halt just short of the runway 
as the smaller jet crossed 
before their eyes. 

Seconds later, the South¬ 
west pilot called the con¬ 
trol tower. 

“I want you to acknowl¬ 
edge you cleared us on a 
runway while a plane was 
taking off,” he said. “We 
had to hit the brakes and 
the thing went right over 
our head.” 

Although most passengers 
may not be aware of the 
hazards on the ground, 
such near misses are not 
isolated events. Since 2008, 
there have been about 
three incidents a day in 
which a plane or a vehicle 
gets on an active runway 
by mistake, an average 
of 1,000 a year. That num¬ 
ber has held steady for the 
past four years while the 
total number of flights has 
declined. 

In a small number of these 
cases, a catastrophic col¬ 
lision is narrowly avoided 
- sometimes only through 
sheer luck. 

The issue has festered even 
as regulators and the airline 
industry make significant 
gains in reducing other 
major aviation hazards, es¬ 
pecially those in flight. Ad¬ 
vances in navigation tech¬ 
nology in recent decades, 
for instance, have sharply 
reduced midair collisions 
and crashes into moun¬ 
tains and other obstacles, 
two of fhe most common 
causes of accidents. 

But a similar urgency to 
address runway safety 
has lagged, safety experts 
said. Only in the past year 
have all 35 major airports 
installed new ground ra¬ 
dars that provide air traffic 
controllers a better view of 
the runways, and a hand¬ 
ful of airports are now test¬ 
ing a new system of warn¬ 


ing lights on runways. 
“These incidents remind 
us how vulnerable we 
are when procedures or 
people fail,” said Deborah 
Hersman, chairwoman of 
the National Transportation 
Safety Board, which has 
put runway safety on its top 
10 list of priorities since 1990. 
The Federal Aviation Ad¬ 
ministration said the num¬ 
ber of runway incidents 


that it classifies as most se¬ 
vere - in which a collision 
is narrowly avoided - has 
dropped in the past de¬ 
cade. In 2000, there were 
67 serious incidents, only 
half involving a commer¬ 
cial aircraft, compared 
with just 12 in 2011. 

Still, the Government Ac¬ 
countability Office, an au¬ 
diting arm of Congress, 
said there were 18 inci¬ 
dents per million flights in 
2010, up from 11 per million 
in 2004. The safety board 
said about a dozen inci¬ 
dents are serious enough 
to warrant an investigation 
each year. 

Airports, particularly major 
hubs, are busy places that 
can handle more than a 
hundred flights an hour, 
while thousands of fuel 
trucks, bag tugs, catering 


trucks and many other ve¬ 
hicles crisscross the airfield. 
Most incidents involve jets, 
but there have also been 
cases where fire trucks, he¬ 
licopters, animal control 
vehicles, police cars and 
even pedestrians, cross 
runways by mistake in re¬ 
cent years. 

In one instance, a Boeing 
767 landing at Honolulu In¬ 
ternational Airport in 2009 


was forced to slam on the 
brakes to avoid striking an 
F-15 fighter jet that had 
stopped on the runway. 
The pilot realized there was 
an obstacle only when he 
saw the F-l 5’s tailpipes and 
stopped 200 feet from the 
fighter. 

In 65 percent of cases, pi¬ 
lots are blamed, accord¬ 
ing to the FAA. In a few 
extreme cases, pilots have 
landed on a taxiway. In 
2009, for instance, a Delta 
Air Lines Boeing 767 coming 
from Rio de Janeiro mistook 
a taxiway for a runway at 
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport. 
Hazards on runways are 
likely to increase with the 
expansion of air traffic in 
coming decades, said 
James M. Burin, the direc¬ 
tor of technical programs 


at the Flight Safety Founda¬ 
tion, an aviation consulting 
firm. “Congestion is really 
starting to become an is¬ 
sue, and with that, the risks 
of planes’ colliding with 
each other,” Burin said. 

A runway incursion in 1977 
caused the deadliest ac¬ 
cident in aviation history, 
when two Boeing 747s - a 
PanAm flight and a Royal 
Dutch KLM flight - collided 
on a runway at Tenerife Air¬ 
port in the Canary Islands, 
killing 583 people. 

In 1991, a US Airways Boe¬ 
ing 737 landing at Los An¬ 
geles International Airport 
collided with a commuter 
jet that was about to take 
off. Thirty-four people died. 
The lasf fatal accident in¬ 
volving a commercial jet in 
the United States occurred 
in 1996, in Quincy, III., when 
a commuter jet and a pro¬ 
peller plane collided at 
crisscrossing runways, killing 
14 people. After a series of 
close calls, the biggest pilot 
union, the Air Line Pilots As¬ 
sociation, warned in 2007 
that “the risk of a runway 
incursion event that could 
kill hundreds of people in a 
single accident is real and 
growing larger.” 

That year, the FAA bol¬ 
stered its runway safety pro¬ 
gram. It required airports to 
install more explicit signs to 
better mark runways and 
taxiways, and expanded 
the use of ground radar sys¬ 
tems, called ASDE-X. 
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Ground support vehicles drive on service roads at Los Angeles 
International Airport in Los Angeles, Sept. 18, 2012. The Federal 
Aviation Administration is testing a new system of lights embed¬ 
ded in the airfield that warn pilots when a runway is being used. 
(Monica Almeida/The New York Times) 
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Einstein’s brain is now interactive iPad app 


CARLA K. JOHNSON 
AP Medical Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — While Al¬ 
bert Einstein’s genius isn’t 
included, an exclusive iPad 
application launched Tues¬ 
day promises to make de¬ 
tailed images of his brain 
more accessible to scien¬ 
tists than ever before. 

The application will allow 
researchers and novices 
to peer into the eccentric 
Nobel winner's brain as if 
they were looking through 
a microscope. A medical 
museum under develop¬ 
ment in Chicago obtained 
funding to scan and digi¬ 
tize nearly 350 fragile and 
priceless slides made from 
slices of Einstein’s brain af¬ 
ter his death in 1955. 

“I can't wait to find out 
what they’ll discover," said 
Steve Landers, a consultant 
for the National Museum of 
Health and Medicine Chi¬ 
cago who designed the 
app. “I’d like to think Ein¬ 
stein would have been ex¬ 
cited.” 

After Einstein died, a pa¬ 
thologist named Thomas 
Harvey performed an au¬ 
topsy, removing his brain in 
hopes that future research¬ 
ers could discover the se¬ 
crets behind his genius. 
Harvey gave samples to 
researchers and collabo¬ 
rated on a 1999 study pub¬ 
lished in the Lancet. That 
study showed a region of 
Einstein's brain — the pari¬ 


etal lobe — was 15 percent 
wider than normal. The pa¬ 
rietal lobe is important to 
the understanding of math, 
language and spatial rela¬ 
tionships. 

The new iPad app may al¬ 
low researchers to dig even 
deeper by looking for brain 
regions where the neurons 
are more densely con¬ 
nected than normal, said 
Dr. Phillip Epstein, a Chica- 
go-area neuroscientist and 
consultant for the museum. 
But because the tissue was 
preserved before modern 
imaging technology, it may 
be difficult for scientists to 
figure out exactly where in 
Einstein's brain each slide 
originated. Although the 
new app organizes the 
slides into general brain re¬ 
gions, it doesn't map them 
with precision to an ana¬ 
tomical model. 

“They didn't have MRI. We 
don’t have a three-dimen¬ 
sional model of the brain of 
Einstein, so we don’t know 
where the samples were 
taken from," said research¬ 
er Jacopo Annese of the 
Brain Observatory at the 
University of California, San 
Diego. What's more, the 
slides on the app represent 
only a fraction of the entire 
brain, Annese said. 

Annese has preserved and 
digitized another famous 
brain, that of Henry Molai- 
son, who died in 2008 after 
living for decades with pro- 
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This digitized image made from a screen shot of a new iPad 
app, provided Sept. 24, 2012 by the National Museum of Health 
and Medicine Chicago, shows an image of brain tissue from 
renowned the oretical physicist Albert Einstein. 

Associated Press 



found amnesia. Known as 
“H.M.” in scientific studies, 
Molaison participated dur¬ 
ing his life in research that 
revealed new insights on 
learning and memory. 

A searchable website with 
images of more than 2,400 
slides of Molaison’s entire 
brain will be available to 
the public in December, 
Annese said. 

“There will be another Ein¬ 
stein and we'll do it like 
H.M.,” Annese predicted. 
For now, he said, it’s excit¬ 
ing that the Einstein brain 
tissue has been preserved 
digitally before the slides 
deteriorate or become 
damaged. Some may 
question whether Einstein 
would have wanted im¬ 
ages of his remains sold to 
non-scientists for $9.99. 
“There’s been a lot of de¬ 
bate over what Einstein’s 
intentions were,” museum 
board member Jim Paglia 
said. “We know he didn’t 
want a circus made of his 
remains. But he understood 
the value to research and 
science to study his brain, 
and we think we've ad¬ 
dressed that in a respectful 
manner." 


Skydiver aims for supersonic plunge on Oct. 8 


MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida (AP) — The 
countdown is on for skydiver Felix Baumgart¬ 
ner. In just two weeks, the Austrian para¬ 
chutist will attempt to go supersonic when 
he jumps from a record altitude of 23 miles 
over the U.S. 

Baumgartner expects to reach a top 
speed of 690 mph and break the sound 
barrier with only his body. 

Project managers announced Tuesday 
the attempt will take place Oct. 8, a delay 
from August. 

“I feel like a tiger in a cage waiting to get 
out,” Baumgartner, 43, said in a statement. 
He jumped from 18 miles in July. This time, 
he hopes to break the all-time record of 


19.5 miles set in 1960. 

Baumgartner’s capsule was damaged in 
the latest practice jump and had to be 
repaired and retested. A giant helium bal¬ 
loon will lift the pressurized capsule with 
Baumgartner inside, dressed in a pressure 
suit. 

Project officials note that excellent weath¬ 
er will be needed for the October launch. 
Early fall is generally an optimal time for 
such endeavors. 

The flight will be monitored by a NASA-like 
Mission Control, though the effort is private¬ 
ly funded by the energy drink maker Red 
Bull. One team leader is record-holder Joe 
Kittinger, who was a U.S. Air Force captain 
when he took part in the record-setting mil¬ 
itary high-jump project decades ago. 
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How much is too much in Robin Roberts coverage? 



This Aug. 20, 2012 file photo released by ABC shows co-host 
Robin Roberts during a broadcast of “Good Morning America,” 
in New York. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID BAUDER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — “Good 
Morning America” cam¬ 
eras were there last week 
when co-host Robin Rob¬ 
erts underwent a bone 
marrow transplant. So were 
her colleagues Diane Saw¬ 
yer and Sam Champion, 
wearing surgical masks 
and singing songs of en¬ 
couragement. All of it was 
on the next day's show, 
along with a detailed inter¬ 
view with Roberts’ doctor. 
A visibly spent Roberts re¬ 
corded a message to fans 
from a hospital bed that 
she could “feel the love.” 
ABC News' website en¬ 
courages people to “follow 
Robin’s journey." Followers 
are pitched $5 wristbands 
to benefit a bone marrow 
registry, which her “Good 
Morning America” co¬ 
workers wear on TV. 
Everyone wishes Roberts 
good health. But the ex¬ 
tent of the show’s attention 
raises questions about how 
much is too much, and 
whether legitimate con¬ 
cern can spill over into ex¬ 


ploitation. 

“It's a fine line between 
educating the audience 
and bringing them up to 
date, and crossing over 
and turning that into a rat¬ 


ings booster or an audi¬ 
ence grabber,” said Arthur 
Caplan, director of medi¬ 
cal ethics at the New York 
University Langone Medi¬ 
cal Center. 

Education is Roberts' mo¬ 
tive in publicizing her fight 
with MDS, a blood and 
bone marrow disease 
once known as preleuke¬ 
mia, according to ABC. 
She went through a similar 
process in her successful, 
public fight against breast 
cancer. A role model was 
Katie Couric, credited with 
saving lives when she used 
her “Today” show platform 
to promote screenings for 


colon cancer after her hus¬ 
band died of the disease. 
Roberts has encouraged 
viewers to register as bone 
marrow donors and some 
44,000 people have done 
so since she revealed her 
illness in June, said Jef¬ 
frey Chell, CEO of Be The 
Match, a Minnesota-based 
registry. That's usually a full 
year's total. Some 210,000 
wrist bands have been sold, 
helping to fund research, 
outreach and treatment 
of people who need trans¬ 
plants, he said. 

Her credo about mak¬ 
ing some good come of 
misfortune is “make your 
mess your message." Nan¬ 
cy Grace, Holly Robinson 
Peete, Ellen DeGeneres, 
Christiane Amanpour and 
Couric are among the ce¬ 
lebrities to tweet their good 
wishes. 

The high-profile patient is 
a star on a morning news 
show that just ascended 
into first place in a heated 
ratings battle with the long¬ 
time champs at NBC's “To¬ 
day” show. An extended 
absence by Roberts at a 
key time in that competi¬ 
tion was a worry for ABC 
News, even though “Good 
Morning America” hasn’t 
lost much of its audience 
appeal since she left. 

“You can inform and help a 
lot of people, but there is a 
tipping point,” said Shelley 
Ross, former “Good Morn¬ 
ing America" executive 
producer and once Rob¬ 
erts' boss. “In my opinion, it 
has hit a tipping point when 


you have other anchors 
showing up in her hospital 
room (to) cheerlead. That 
was the point where it was 
not informative. It sudden¬ 
ly becomes a thread in a 
soap opera. 

“I don’t think that’s the in¬ 
tent, but that’s what hap¬ 
pened,” Ross said. “At a 
certain point, Robin needs 
to heal.” It’s been a par¬ 
ticularly brutal stretch for 
the television personality. A 
month ago, while waiting 
for the transplant of bone 
marrow from her sister, Rob¬ 
erts’ mother died. 

ABC News was angered 
when veteran TV critic Tom 
Shales, in a posting late 
last week on Roger Ebert’s 
Chicago Sun-Times blog, 
wrote that ABC has turned 
Roberts’ illness into a pro¬ 
motional opportunity for 
“Good Morning America.” 
“We hope she is not being 
charged with sick days,” 
Shales wrote, “considering 
the fact that her illness has 
practically become anoth¬ 
er character in the show’s 
cast." 

Responded ABC News 
spokesman Jeffrey Sch¬ 
neider: “There is one per¬ 
son exploiting this situation 
in a desperate bid to be 
relevant, and that's Tom 
Shales. We find that to be 
sad and pathetic.” 

ABC is acting strictly in ac¬ 
cordance with Roberts’ 
wishes in its coverage of 
the illness, Schneider said. 
The show’s audience is 
clearly interested in her 
condition, too: There were 



This image made available 
Tuesday Sept. 25, 2012 by MTV 
Crashes Manchester shows 
Alicia Keys headlining “MTV 
Crashes Manchester” in the 
city's cathedral, Manchester, 
England Monday night Sept, 
24, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Willie Nelson pens new 
memoir for release Nov. 13 



This Sept. 22, 2012, file photo shows country music legend Wil¬ 
lie Nelson performing during the Farm Aid 2012 concert at Her- 
sheypark Stadium in Hershey, Pa. 

Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) — Willie Nelson has proven to 
be one of America's most prolific songwriters. Turns out 
he's no slouch when it comes to memoirs, either: He has a 
new one due in November. 

Nelson will release “Roll Me Up And Smoke Me When I Die” 
on Nov. 13. Publisher William Morrow says the American 
music icon will tell never-before-heard stories about his 
life, family, music, politics, Texas, religion and favorite rec¬ 
reational activity. 

A news release says the book will include contributions 
from family and friends, artwork by his son Micah and a 
forward by author, musician and friend Kinky Friedman. 
Nelson has published a number of books on several topics 
since his first autobiography in 1988. 


Alicia Keys sings 
to the heavens 

Associated Press 

MANCHESTER, England (AP) — Alicia Keys has been get¬ 
ting in touch with her spiritual side, headlining “MTV Crash¬ 
es Manchester” in the city’s cathedral. 

The 14-time Grammy Award winning singer and songwriter 
said performing in a place of worship was “a real honor" 
and added that there was “an energy there that's very 
different.” 

Alongside old favorites. Keys on Monday night treated the 
1,000-strong U.K. crowd to songs from her highly anticipat¬ 
ed new album “Girl on Fire,” saying afterward that it was 
incredible to see people get into the new tracks. 

Since releasing her debut album “Songs in A Minor” Keys 
has sold more than 30 million albums worldwide. “Girl on 
Fire” is set for release Nov. 26. 
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In this Feb. 27, 2012 file photo, Dominican Republic singer Juan 
Luis Guerra performs at the 53rd annual Vina del Mar Interna¬ 
tional Song Festival in Vina del Mar, Chile. 

Associated Press 


Juan Luis Guerra leads 
Latin Grammy nominees 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Do¬ 
minican singer, song¬ 
writer and producer Juan 
Luis Guerra is the leading 
nominee at the 2012 Latin 
Grammy Awards. 

A host of Latin music artists 
filled the Belasco Theater 
stage in Los Angeles Tues¬ 
day to announce the Lat¬ 
in Recording Academy’s 
nominations for its 13th an¬ 
nual Latin Grammy honors. 
Mexican pop duo Jesse 
& Joy, Colombian rocker 
Juanes and Norteno group 
Los Tucanes de Tijuana 
were among the musicians 


participating. 

Several of the presenters 
were also nominees. Guer¬ 
ra, who wasn't on stage, 
has six nods, followed 
by Jesse & Joy with five. 
Juanes, Ricardo Arjona, 
Edgar Barrera, Carla Morri¬ 
son, Arturo Sandoval, Ivete 
Sangalo and Caetano Ve- 
loso earned four nomina¬ 
tions apiece. 

This year's awards allow for 
10 nominees, rather than 
five, in the general cat¬ 
egories of record, album 
and song of the year, as 
well as best new artistO 


PSY finds his success with 
‘Gangnam Style’ unreal 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— South Korean rapper 
PSY finds his success with 
“Gangnam Style” so unreal 
that he wonders if he's be¬ 
ing tricked into believing 
it — like Jim Carrey in “The 
Truman Show." 

PSY said Tuesday in a press 
conference in Seoul that he 
cried in disbelief when his 
song entered the Billboard 
100 earlier this month. The 
34-year-old now says he’ll 
go topless in joy on a stage 
if “Gangnam Style" tops 
the chart. The song's at 
number 11 this week. 

The music video for “Gang¬ 
nam Style” has more than 
270 million YouTube views 
and counting. People 
around the world are mim¬ 
icking PSY’s horse-riding 
dance in the video. 



South Korean rapper PSY, 
who sings the popular 
“Gangnam Style” song, 
smiles during a press 
conference in Seoul, South 
Korea, Tuesday, Sept. 25, 

2012 

Associated Press 

In the 1998 movie “The Tru¬ 
man Show,” Carrey plays 
a man unaware that he 
lives in a reality television 
show.Q 


Clifford the Big Red Dog 
feted on 50th birthday 



This image released by Scholastic shows Norman Bridwell, creator of Clifford the Big Red Dog, 
celebrating the character’s 50th anniversary at Scholastic's headquarters in New York, Monday, 
Sept. 24, 2012. 

Associated Press 


LEANNE ITALIE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — School 
kids sang “Happy Birthday” 
and Scholastic unfurled a 
huge banner worthy of a 
big red dog from the roof 
of its headquarters to fete 
Clifford, the beloved book 
and TV character, for his 
50 years of nudging kids to 
read. 

His creator, 84-year-old 
Norman Bridwell, took 
questions from a few dozen 
first- and second-graders 
during a webcast beamed 
live into more than 5,000 
classrooms around Amer¬ 
ica from the party held 
Monday outside the down¬ 
town building as tourists 
snapped photos from atop 
open-air double-decker 
buses stuck in traffic. 

And Bridwell’s real-life 
daughter, the all-grown-up 
Emily Elizabeth, spoke to re¬ 
porters of her special place 
in publishing history as the 
inspiration for the perky, 
blond girl who shares her 
life — and 90 books worth 
of adventures — with the 
gawky, big-hearted Clif¬ 
ford. 

She was just a year old 
when her father, a strug¬ 
gling artist from Indiana, 
and his wife, aptly named 
Norma, were trying to eke 
out a living in New York. It 


wasn’t going well when 
Norma suggested he try 
his hand at illustrating chil¬ 
dren’s books. 

Norma came up with the 
name Clifford, based on an 
imaginary friend she had as 
a girl. 

But Bridwell's 10 paintings 
for kids were roundly reject¬ 
ed. One staffer at a pub¬ 
lisher told him if he wanted 
to work on children's books, 
he’d have to write one of 
his own. 

His story eventually landed 
at Scholastic at a time the 
company was just starting 
in the trade fiction market. 
Clifford is now one of Scho¬ 
lastic's most successful en¬ 
deavors, with more than 
126 million copies in print 
in 13 languages, a TV show 
and a multitude of prod¬ 
ucts. 

“I remember my mother 
was visiting from Indiana,” 
Bridwell said, lounging in a 
chair and munching some 
fruit after the festivities. 

“The baby had been crying 
all night and this woman 
called from Scholastic and 
said we’ve got this book 
here, ‘Clifford the Big Red 
Dog.’ We’d like to publish 
it. I never expected it to be 
accepted. My wife said af¬ 
ter the first book, ‘Well, you 
could do more of these,' 
and I said, ‘Don't count on 


it. This is just a fluke.’” 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
is a fan. He declared Mon¬ 
day as Clifford the Big Red 
Dog Day, though he wasn’t 
on hand for the party. 
Bridwell, who lives on Mar¬ 
tha's Vineyard in Massa¬ 
chusetts, had a simple vi¬ 
sion when he dreamed up 
Clifford: He wanted to write 
about a dog as big as a 
horse. What he wound up 
with is a dog bigger than a 
house who shared some of 
the characteristics of kids. 
Clifford happens to be red 
because that’s the color of 
the jar of paint Bridwell had 
nearby. 

“I don't really understand 
it,” he said of Clifford’s en¬ 
during nature. “Whether it’s 
his color, or if it’s the fact 
that he’s clumsy, like a lot 
of kids are clumsy. And a 
lot of kids would like to be 
forgiven for their mistakes, 
and Emily always forgives 
him when he makes a mis¬ 
take.” 

Bridwell had no particu¬ 
lar teachable moment in 
mind. He just wanted to en¬ 
tertain kids. 

Later, Scholastic gave Clif¬ 
ford “10 Big Ideas” that in¬ 
clude matters of human 
and dog decency: shar¬ 
ing, respect, believing in 
oneself and helping others 
among them.Q 
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Mitt Romney is optimistic about 
optimism. In fact, it’s pretty 
much all he’s got. And that fact 
should make you very pessimis¬ 
tic about his chances of leading 
an economic recovery. 

As many people have noticed, 
Romney’s five-point “economic 
plan” is very nearly substance- 
free. It vaguely suggests that 
he will pursue the same goals 
Republicans always pursue - 
weaker environmental protec¬ 
tion, lower taxes on the wealthy. 
But it offers neither specifics nor 
any indication why returning to 
George W. Bush’s policies would 
cure a slump that began on 
Bush’s watch. 

In his meeting with donors in 
Boca Raton, Fla., however, 
Romney revealed his real plan, 
which is to rely on magic. “My 
own view is,” he declared, “if 
we win on Nov. 6, there will be 
a great deal of optimism about 
the future of this country. We’ll 
see capital come back, and 
we’ll see - without actually do¬ 
ing anything - we’ll actually get 
a boost in the economy.” 

Are you feeling reassured? 

In fairness to Romney, his as¬ 
sertion that electing him would 
spontaneously spark an eco¬ 
nomic boom is consistent with 
his party’s current economic 
dogma. Republican lead¬ 
ers have long insisted that the 
main thing holding the econ¬ 
omy back is the “uncertainty” 
created by President Barack 
Obama’s statements - roughly 
speaking, that businesspeo¬ 
ple aren’t investing because 
Obama has hurt their feelings. If 
you believe fhaf, it makes sense 
to argue that changing presi¬ 
dents would, all by itself, cause 
an economic revival. 

There is, however, no evidence 
supporting this dogma. Our pro¬ 
tracted economic weakness 
isn’t a mystery, it’s what normal¬ 
ly happens after a major finan¬ 
cial crisis. Furthermore, business 
investment has actually recov¬ 
ered fairly strongly since the of¬ 
ficial recession ended. What’s 
holding us back is mainly the 
continued weakness of housing 
combined with a vast overhang 
of household debt, the legacy 
of the Bush-era housing bubble. 
By the way, in saying that our 
prolonged slump was predict¬ 
able, I’m not saying that it was 
necessary. We could and should 
have greatly reduced the pain 
by combining aggressive fiscal 
and monetary policies with ef¬ 


fective relief for highly indebted 
homeowners; the fact that we 
didn’t reflects a combination of 
timidity on the part of bofh fhe 
Obama administration and the 
Federal Reserve, and scorched- 
earth opposition on the part of 
the GOP. 

But Romney, as I said, isn’t of¬ 
fering anything substantive to 
fight the slump, just a reprise of 
the usual slogans. And he has 
denounced the Fed’s belated 
effort to step up to the plate. 
Back to the optimism thing: It’s 
true that some studies suggest a 
secondary role for uncertainty in 
depressing the economy - and 
conservatives have seized on 
these studies, claiming vindica¬ 
tion. But if you actually look at 
the measures of uncertainty in¬ 
volved, they’ve been driven not 
by fear of Obama but by events 
like the euro crisis and the stand¬ 
off over the debt ceiling. (OK, I 
guess you could argue that 
electing Romney might encour¬ 
age businesses by promising an 
end to Republican economic 
sabotage.) 

You should also know that ef¬ 
forts to base policy on specula¬ 
tions about business psychology 
have a track record - and it’s 
not a good one. 

Back in 2010, as European na¬ 
tions began implementing sav¬ 
age austerity programs to pla¬ 
cate bond markets, it was com¬ 
mon for policymakers to deny 
that these programs would 
have a depressing effect. “The 
idea that austerity measures 
could trigger stagnation is in¬ 
correct,” insisted Jean-Claude 
Trichet, then the president of fhe 
European Central Bank. Why? 
Because these measures would 
“increase the confidence of 
households, firms and investors.” 
At the time I ridiculed such 
claims as belief in fhe “confi¬ 
dence fairy.” And sure enough, 
austerity programs actually led 
to Depression-level economic 
downturns across much of Eu¬ 
rope. 

Yet here comes Mitt Romney, 
declaring, in effect, “I am the 
confidence fairy!” 

Is he? As it happens, Romney of¬ 
fered a testable proposition in 
his Boca remarks: “If it looks like 
I’m going to win, the markets will 
be happy. If it looks like the pres¬ 
ident’s going to win, the markets 
should not be terribly happy.” 
How’s that going? Not very well. 
Over the past month conven¬ 
tional wisdom has shifted from 
the view that the election could 
easily go either way to the view 
that Romney is very likely to lose; 
yet markets are up, not down, 
with major stock indexes hitting 
their highest levels since the 
economic downturn began. 

It’s all kind of sad. Yet the truth is 
that it all fits together. Romney’s 
whole campaign has been 
based on the premise that he 
can become president simply 
by not being Barack Obama. 
Why shouldn’t he believe that 
he can fix the economy the 
same way? 

But will he get a chance to put 
that theory to the test? At the 
moment. I’m not optimistic.□ 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2012 New York Times 
When I joined the staff of Na¬ 
tional Review as a lowly associ¬ 
ate in 1984, the magazine, and 
the conservative movement 
itself, was an uncomforfable fu¬ 
sion of two different mentalities. 
On the one side, there were the 
economic conservatives. These 
were people that anybody fol¬ 
lowing contemporary Repub¬ 
lican politics would be familiar 
with. They spent a lot of time 
worrying about the way govern¬ 
ment intrudes upon economic 
liberty. They upheld freedom as 
fheir highest political value. They 
admired risk-takers. They wor¬ 
ried that excessive government 
would create a sclerotic nation 
with a dependent populace. 

But there was another sort of 
conservative, who would be less 
familiar now. This was the tradi¬ 
tional conservative, intellectual 
heir to Edmund Burke, Russell 
Kirk, Clinton Rossiter and Catho¬ 
lic social teaching. This sort of 
conservative didn’t see society 
as a battleground between 
government and the private 
sector. Instead, the traditional¬ 
ist wanted to preserve a society 
that functioned as a harmoni¬ 
ous ecosystem, in which the dif¬ 
ferent layers were nestled upon 
each other: individual, family, 
company, neighborhood, reli¬ 
gion, city government and na¬ 
tional government. 

Because they were conserva¬ 


tive, they tended to believe 
that power should be devolved 
down to the lower levels of this 
chain. 

They believed that people 
should lead disciplined, orderly 
lives, but doubted that individu¬ 
als have the ability to do this 
alone, unaided by social cus¬ 
tom and by God. So they were 
intensely interested in creating 
the sort of social, economic and 
political order that would en¬ 
courage people to work hard, 
finish school and postpone 
childbearing until marriage. 
Recently the blogger Rod Dre- 
her linked to Kirk’s essay, “Ten 
Conservative Principles,” which 
gives the flavor of this brand of 
traditional conservatism. This 
kind of conservative cherishes 
custom, believing that the indi¬ 
vidual is foolish but the species is 
wise. It is usually best to be guid¬ 
ed by precedent. 

This conservative believes in pru¬ 
dence on the grounds that soci¬ 
ety is complicated and it’s gen¬ 
erally best to reform it steadily 
but cautiously. Providence 
moves slowly but the devil hur¬ 
ries. 

The two conservative tenden¬ 
cies lived in tension. But together 
they embodied a truth that was 
later put into words by the child 
psychologist John Bowlby, that 
life is best organized as a series 
of daring ventures from a secure 
base. 

The economic conservatives 
were in charge of the daring 
ventures that produced eco¬ 
nomic growth. The traditionalists 
were in charge of establishing 
the secure base - a society in 
which families are intact, self- 
discipline is the rule, children are 
secure and government pro¬ 
vides a subtle hand. 

Ronald Reagan embodied both 
sides of this fusion, and George 
W. Bush tried to recreate it with 
his compassionate conserva¬ 
tism. But that effort was doomed 
because in the ensuing years, 
conservatism changed. 

In the polarized political conflict 


with liberalism, hostility toward 
government has become the or¬ 
ganizing conservative principle. 
Economic conservatives have 
the money and the institutions. 
They have taken control. Tradi¬ 
tional conservatism has gone 
into eclipse. These days, speak¬ 
ers at Republican gatherings al¬ 
most always use the language 
of market conservatism - get¬ 
ting government off our backs, 
enhancing economic freedom. 
Even Mitt Romney, who sub¬ 
scribes to a faith that knows a 
lot about social capital, relies 
exclusively on the language of 
markef conservatism. 

It’s not so much that today’s 
Republican politicians reject 
traditional, one-nation conser¬ 
vatism. They don’t even know it 
exists. There are few people on 
fhe conservative side who’d be 
willing to raise taxes on the afflu¬ 
ent to fund mobility programs for 
fhe working class. There are very 
few willing to use government 
to actively intervene in chaotic 
neighborhoods, even when 40 
percent of American kids are 
born ouf of wedlock. There are 
very few Republicans who pro¬ 
test against a House Republican 
budget proposal that cuts do¬ 
mestic discretionary spending to 
absurdly low levels. 

The results have been unfor¬ 
tunate. Since they no longer 
speak in the language of social 
order, Republicans have very 
little to offer the less educated 
half of fhis country. Republicans 
have very little to say to Hispanic 
voters, who often come from 
cultures that place high value 
on communal solidarity. 
Republicans repeat formulas 
- government support equals 
dependency - that make sense 
according to free-market ide¬ 
ology, but oversimplify the real 
world. Republicans like Romney 
often rely on an economic lan¬ 
guage that seems corporate 
and alien to people who do not 
define themselves in economic 
terms. No wonder Romney has 
trouble relating. Q 
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